
Kansas City, Missouri Parks and Recreation
Off-leash Dog Area Guidelines

Kansas City, Missouri Ordinance 14-33(a) requires dogs to be on leashes in public areas for the protection of 
fellow citizens, as well as for the safety of the dogs. To offer the numerous residents with dogs living in our 
community an opportunity to enjoy public parks with their dogs off-leash, Kansas City Parks and Recreation 
supports the development of a few off-leash dog areas to provide safe places for dogs to exercise, play and 
socialize. These guidelines are written to support constructive discussion and assessment of any potential off-
leash area.

Parks and Recreation’s mission is “to improve the quality of life by providing recreational, leisure and aesthetic 
opportunities for all citizens, and by conserving and enhancing the environment. We will accomplish this 
mission by providing quality programming, making the best use of existing resources, developing a supportive 
and infl uential constituency, developing effective collaborations and partnerships, and acquiring and preserving 
natural features.” Providing off-leash areas on park property falls within this mission.

Off-leash areas provide an opportunity for citizens to socialize and connect with others with similar interests, 
enjoy leisure activities, and exercise. Additionally, an off-leash area provides an opportunity to improve the 
socialization and health of the dogs. 

Certain factors should be considered when identifying and assessing a site for a proposed off-leash area. 

Space ConsiderationsSpace Considerations

The following criteria should be used when reviewing a site for an off-leash dog area.

• The site should be an “under utilized” park or portion of a park.
• The site must be in proximity to drainage to sanitary sewer system or designed to permit capture of 

storm water runoff, such as using the raingarden or planted bio-swale concept.
• It must be possible to run a water line to the site.
• Both shade and open area should be available.
• A buffer zone must exist between the proposed area and existing programs such as tennis courts, ball 

diamonds, and walking trails. 
o Area cannot be near a playground.
o Visual barriers may be necessary in some cases for the proposed site to be considered.
o The desire is to reduce or eliminate the potential for dogs in the off-leash area to run the fence 

line barking at other park users.



• The proposed site should not be adjacent to an ecologically sensitive area such as a river.
• Adequate distance must exist away from residences to ensure that noise and activity levels are no more 

disruptive to neighbors than other typical park uses.
• The aesthetics of the park should not be diminished.
• The design should be in compliance with ADA Codes and Regulations.
• The site should be adequate for the projected number of users. Small areas (less than two acres) may 

be considered for off-leash areas, if built using solid surface and pea gravel. Any area that will be 
maintained as turf must be greater than four acres and have the ability to be fenced off within the site so 
areas can be reseeded.

• The area should be enclosed and have a fenced entry area and separate area for small dogs. 
• Adequate parking should be available nearby.
• Dog owners should be using park currently or have an interest in the site as an off-leash area.
• Proposed area should be a reasonable distance from other existing off-leash areas.
• Within the entire park system, no more than 2% of the land should be programmed for off-leash use.
• The off-leash area cannot displace existing recreational uses.

Community SupportCommunity Support

Community support is vital to obtaining approval for an off-leash area. To assure reasonable consensus of 
the surrounding neighbors is secured, KCMO Parks and Recreation will conduct a minimum of two public 
neighborhood meetings where the group proposing an off-leash area will present their proposal and answer 
questions.

All proposals will be reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Development Review Committee and must obtain 
approval from the Board of Parks and Recreation Commissioners prior to installation.

Off-leash Area Amenities

The following functional criteria and furnishings may be required:

• Five or six foot ornamental or chainlink CPD standard fence with double gated vestibule
• Double-gated entry area with separate 20 foot maintenance gate.
• Water line accessibility
• Ability to capture stormwater runoff into sanitary sewer system or planted detention basin
• Ability to protect existing trees, eliminate erosion, maintain turf, and minimize mud areas
• Trash receptacles that are leak proof and covered.



• Storage box and rakes and shovels
• Doggy bag dispensers and bags
• Signage with listed Rules and Regulations 
• Designed in such a way that other recreational uses could occur.

Rules, Regulations and Etiquette Rules, Regulations and Etiquette 

Parks and Recreation recommends that all dog owners who use an off-leash dog area pursue securing the 
“Canine Good Citizen” designation provided by the American Kennel Club. At all off-leash dog areas the rules 
listed here are the minimum rules that will be posted. Other rules and regulations may apply at some sites.

• Owners are legally responsible for their dogs and any injuries caused by their dogs.
• Owners must remain with and watch their dogs at all times.
• Dogs must be leashed prior to and upon leaving an off-leash area. Gates to the area must remain closed 

except upon entering and exiting.
• Owners must immediately clean up after their dogs. Failure to clean up after their dogs will be subject to 

a fi ne (see Ordinance 62-89(a)).
• Dogs with a known history or who exhibit dangerous behavior are prohibited from area.
• Dogs must be healthy, fully immunized, dewormed, licensed, and comply with the City of Kansas City 

Animal Health and Safety regulations, which includes having a current rabies vaccination.
• Dog owners are responsible for the monitoring and maintenance of the area.
• If a membership program is developed for the site and permits are issued, the owner or responsible 

person must have a permit for each dog visiting.
• Children under 13 must be accompanied by an adult and must be closely supervised. It is recommended 

that no child under the age of six be permitted in the area.
• No more than two dogs are permitted per person.
• Puppies under four months and female dogs in heat are prohibited.

PartnershipsPartnerships

KCMO Parks and Recreation recognizes that public parks are for the enjoyment of all citizens and that how 
citizens use the public parks for leisure enjoyment varies. It is also recognized that not everyone agrees with 
every proposed use of a public park. 

The development of, and the continued existence of, any off-leash dog area on property managed by KCMO 
Parks and Recreation will depend on the on-going and active involvement of an offi cial off-leash dog area 
advocacy group (Off-leash Area Committee – OLAC) in the community where the off-leash site is proposed. An 
OLAC will be encouraged to develop a membership program for users of the off-leash area.
Just as KCMO Parks and Recreation enters into agreements with other entities, such as athletic associations, for 
the use of parks, a similar agreement will be entered into with an



OLAC for each site. This agreement will outline the responsibilities of the OLAC and Parks and Recreation. If 
the agreement is not upheld the off-leash area may be removed.

The OLAC and its members must accept responsibilities such as:
• partial or complete funding for the development and construction of the off-leash area
• maintenance of the area, including supplying rakes, shovels, doggy bags and dispensers 
• regularly scheduled clean up of the area
• monitoring of users
• education of new users
• possible creation of a membership organization for users of the area
• communicate and work with any existing homes/neighborhood association or business association that is 

active in the adjoining neighborhood
• organize off-leash training sessions and other special events

Parks and Recreation will:
• provide leadership and oversee design and construction.
• provide normal grounds maintenance, not to include cleaning up after dogs.
• evaluate impacts on resources and visitors.
• empty trash receptacles.
• remove the off-leash area should the area no longer be a safe or desirable for dog owners, the park 

visitors, or the environment.

Through such partnerships and agreements several concerns regarding the daily upkeep and maintenance of an 
off-leash area can be addressed.
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