Town Hall - May 20, 2009
    The Original Loma Vista East Neighborhood Association hosted a Mayor's Town Hall Meeting on May 20, 2009, at the New Vision Christian Church in Southeast Kansas City.

    Bill Copeland, President of the Association, told Kansas City Mayor Mark Funkhouser that the Loma Vista neighborhood is in transition.  "You see original owners moving out and renting their houses.  We've been hit hard with a lot of foreclosures because of the recession, so we have a large number of vacant houses."

    Mayor Funkhouser pointed out that what is happening in the Loma Vista neighborhood is typical of what has been happening in Kansas City for many years.  "Since 1970, we have lost 100,000 people from the urban core and, even today, people continue to leave," he said.  "The city has gone from having 40% of the income in the metro area to having less than 20%.  We are in an absolutely unsustainable posture right now, and have been for decades."

    The Mayor said that Kansas City must find ways to reverse the population trend. "I have implemented the New Tools Initiative which is about creating an economic development plan for distressed areas of the city.  This approach is absolutely critical, because if we continue to have the erosion of the tax base and declining quality of life in distressed areas of the city, it will suck resources away from the entire city."

    The Mayor has also implemented the City That Works Initiative, which aims to increase population retention rates by improving the overall quality of life for Kansas City residents.  "Each week I meet with the City Manager, a City Council member, and a Department Director," the Mayor said.  "We have selected a handful of measures to focus on each week.  We discuss the problem, determine what the impediments are, and figure out a way to fix the problem.  One week it may be streets, and the next code enforcement."

    "Another element of the City That Works program is citizen engagement," the Mayor continued.  "Citizens need ways to engage so they can become part of the solution."

    Copeland agreed.  "We can sit back and gripe, or get up and do something about it.  Working together, we can make the City the best it can be," Copeland said.

