Town Hall - May 13, 2009
    The Swope Parkway Elmwood Neighborhood Association and Southeast Caring Communities hosted a Town Hall Meeting on May 13, 2009, at the Southeast Community Center on East 63rd Street.

    Mayor Mark Funkhouser listened intently to the concerns of neighborhood residents as they discussed some of the more pressing issues affecting their area.  One of the top concerns centered on neighborhood blight caused by vacant houses and overgrown lots, where landlords fail to maintain them.

    The Mayor pointed out that new procedures have been implemented for dealing with landlords who fail to keep their property in good repair.  "We used to have to take landlords to court," the Mayor said.  "We'd issue bench warrants, and then they wouldn't show up in court.  Now, under a new administrative procedure we implemented, we don't have to go to court.  The City can just clean up the property and send the landlord a bill."

    Mayor Funkhouser assured neighborhood residents that he will continue to listen to their concerns and take actions designed to improve city services.

    "I think the Mayor is doing a great job as it relates to trying to find out the needs of community residents," said Carla Williams, a community activist who works with the area's Neighborhood Associations.  "This is the first time I've seen a Mayor being so active in trying to work with neighborhoods.  I applaud his efforts to try to rectify some long-term neglect."

