Town Hall - May 6, 2009
    The Kansas City Regional Police Academy hosted a Town Hall Meeting on Wednesday, May 6, at 6:30 pm.  Approximately 40 police officers, along with Chief Corwin and other top officials, gathered to hear Mayor Mark Funkhouser address his position on public safety.

    Because of the recent cuts the City Council made to their budget, the fate of Police Department funding was paramount in the minds of those in attendance, as evidenced by the questions posed.

    Pointing to a row of charts that illustrate a 100,000 person decline in city population over four decades, along with a dramatic erosion of the City's tax base, the Mayor explained why he views public safety as key to reversing this trend.

    "People want to feel safe in their homes, they want good schools for their children, and they want quality services," Mayor Funkhouser said.  "We have to address public safety, education, and quality of services to get people moving back into Kansas City.  It's absolutely critical that our residents feel safe, and one way they feel safe is to see a lot of police officers on the street."

    Dan Haley, Captain of the Department's Budget Unit, was among those in attendance.  "The number one issue that citizens voiced during the budget hearings was funding for public safety and the Police Department," Haley said. "I think the Mayor has done everything he can do to keep full funding.  He's spoken out, he's gone on the record, he's put his message out to the public.  Now, I think this problem is greater than what the Mayor can handle by himself, and what it's going to take is some City Council people to support some of his ideas, and to see the light." 

