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2 Sunset Hill and Riverview Area

FOCUS KANSAS CITY
AND

NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSESSMENTS

A Riverview Area neighbor finds
his home on the �heart map�

FOCUS Kansas City, Kansas City�s strategic and comprehensive plan, recognizes that
neighborhoods understand best how to direct their own futures.  The first initiative in
the FOCUS Neighborhood Prototypes Plan is a strategic assessment / evaluation that
enables  a neighborhood to evaluate its strengths and needs.  Through the assessment
process, a neighborhood can direct its assets towards its most critical needs.  The
FOCUS Neighborhood Prototypes Plan identifies the assessment format.

There were two objectives for these neighborhoods during the self-evaluation:
1. To self-identify its neighborhood type from the FOCUS Neighborhood

Prototypes Plan.
2. To develop improvement strategies that will direct neighborhood im-

provement, a �To Do� list/Action Steps incorporating participation by
the neighborhood, community partners, and the City.

The Sunset Hill and Riverview Area neighborhoods conducted the neighborhood assess-
ment workshop with assistance from City staff.  Residents, business people and people
who work in local institutions provided input.  These community members mapped their
community, and identified assets and priority issues in their neighborhoods.
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N E I G H B O R H O O D   T Y P E

The FOCUS Neighborhood Prototypes Plan recognizes that not all neighborhoods in
Kansas City are the same.  The character and condition of where we live varies accord-
ing to age, history, type of housing and other factors.  Each community has different
strengths and opportunities.  Each has different assets and priorities that drive unique
strategies for improvement.  FOCUS developed four unique Neighborhood Types that
generally describe Kansas City neighborhoods.  Each Neighborhood Type suggests what
actions are required for an area to become or stay healthy.  These four Types (as-
signed the colors Blue, Orange, Purple and Green in the Neighborhood Assessment
workshop) are:

Developing    Conservation    Stabilization    Redeveloping
The Assessment is a beginning point from which the community can move forward and
achieve quality living environments through a commitment to continuous improvement.
The descriptions for these four Neighborhood Types are contained in the FOCUS
Neighborhood Prototypes Plan, Appendix A, �General Neighborhood Description /
Types.�

In the workshop, participants defined the tools, actions and strategies for improving
their community.  They will use this information to strategically apply public and
private resources in a way that is based on existing conditions, trends, opportunities,
strengths and needs.  Once other neighborhoods identify their Type, then similarly
�typed� Kansas City communities can connect and partner around common issues and
projects while assisting each other in developing their organizations.

Workshop participants consider their
options for Neighborhood Type
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T H E  S U N S E T   H I L L   A N D
R I V E R V I E W   A R E A
P E R S P E C T I V E
On Tuesday, September 25, 2001, residents of the Sunset Hill and Riverview Area
came together at the Glenwood Baptist Church for their FOCUS Neighborhood As-
sessment workshop.  The boundaries of the area are NE 42nd Street/N Holmes/NE
Russell Road on the north, the North Kansas City city limits on the south, North Oak
Traffic Way on the west, and I-35 on the east.  Residents from both the Sunset Hill
Neighborhood Association, as well as neighbors from the western side of the area
whose neighborhoods don�t currently have organizations, were in attendance.  Long-
time residents, families with children, and single adults all came to take part in this
important community-building discussion.
The Sunset Hill neighborhood is a close-knit community, one in which children are
safe to walk freely throughout the area, as in a small town.  Of the 40 homes in the
neighborhood, most are owner-occupied, a fact that residents appreciate.  They
believe that homeowners are more likely to invest in maintenance and beautification
for their homes, which can in turn contribute to the neighborhood being more attrac-
tive and economically stable.  The more active residents would like to see other
neighbors participate more regularly in the neighborhood�s events, both as volunteers
and attendees.
The neighbors on the west side of the area have been without a neighborhood organi-
zation for some time.  However, many have formed a group that focuses solely on
picking up the litter thrown out along N Holmes.  Every two weeks the North Holmes
Neighbors (as they are registered with the City�s Adopt-A-Street Program) venture
out to clean up what others have left behind.  This group, too, would like to see more
participation by a broader base of the area�s residents.  Some neighbors in this area
suggested that it may be time to form a neighborhood organization, and that many
other kinds of community activities � block parties, a community garden, Crime
Watch/Walks, etc. � could be the foundation for neighbors getting to know one
another better.  The diversity of those who call N Holmes home � families, singles,
apartment dwellers, business owners, a church � suggests that the potential for an
organization is strong here.  The varied interests, needs and strengths of all those
invested in the area can be a solid foundation upon which to build.
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Sunset Hill and Riverview residents spoke of a little known but rich history in the
area.  On NE 36th Street just west of N Holmes sits a turn of the century farmhouse,
once the home of Arthur Schroeder�s grandparents.  Mr. Schroeder, who now lives
with his wife on the site of his parent�s home along N Holmes, remembers fondly the
days spent at the farmhouse, then surounded by fields of alfalfa.  He and his cousins
would play in the big barn and look up at the tall oak tree his grandfather used to
call �the Civil War tree,� because it was planted during that time.
The issue that most concerns neighbors on the west side of the area is N Holmes
Street.  This two-lane road is a popular alternative route to North Oak Traffic
Way.  Among the residents� concerns are:  speeding, especially along the sharp curve
near NE 36th Street; the many layers of pavement, which have created deep ditches;
and the lack of curbs and sidewalks.  This last issue is a concern to neighbors
throughout the community.  A specific location they would like to see addressed soon
is NE 42nd Street between North Oak Traffic Way and N Holmes.
During the workshop, neighbors spoke often about their love for the green spaces
and wildlife in the area, and their strong desire to see both protected.  Many resi-
dents see deer on a regular basis, along with wild turkeys and other native Missouri
species.  Neighbors are concerned that recent construction in the area will threaten
the habitat of these and other animals, as well as their own quality of life.  Nearly
all participants, but especially those from Sunset Hill, expressed the belief that
increased traffic from the Harbortown Duplexes on NE Russell will add congestion
to what is already a busy, and often dangerous, intersection, that of NE Russell
Road, N Wayne, and NE Parvin Road.  Sunset Hill neighbors stated that adding to
this congestion is the single entrance/exit for their neighborhood.  They would like
to see an additional entrance/exit in their community, in part to relieve the traffic
congestion, and also to aid in the movement of emergency and other large vehicles
through the neighborhood.
Besides the wooded areas and the wildlife, workshop participants did discuss many
other aspects of their community that they value.  They enjoy the proximity to
interstates, shopping and other amenities, the small-town, intergenerational atmo-
sphere, the increase in homeowners in the area, and the efforts by several neighbors
to keep the area clean (through litter pick-ups and Clean Sweep).
The purpose of this report is to help clarify goals and identify resources.  The fol-
lowing page contains the residents� priorities and some possible improvement strate-
gies.  The report also contains the lists of assets, challenges and ideas for improve-
ment that area residents named during the workshop.  Finally, a list of frequently
used City and agency services is on the inside back cover.
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Residents of the Sunset Hill and Riverview Area neighborhoods named the following as
their priority issues:

P R I O R I T I E S

Improve the NE Russell Road/N Wayne Avenue/NE
Parvin Road Intersection
The intersection is considered by most residents of the area to be very dangerous.  At
peak times during the day, lines form at each Stop sign, including the off-ramp from I-
35.  Residents believe that the addition of the Harbortown Duplexes west of the inter-
section, without the addition of a traffic signal, will exacerbate the situation dramati-
cally.  Their top priority is that the City address the traffic flow at this dangerous
intersection.

Address the Issues on N Holmes
The majority of the neighbors who attended the Sunset Hill/Riverview Area Neighbor-
hood Assessment expressed concerns about N Holmes.  This street is narrow, speeding is
a continual problem, many layers of pavement have created deep ditches, and the sharp
curve near NE 36th Street is a potential for accidents.  Some of the things residents
would like to see are:
� Lower speed limit on N Holmes from 37th Street south
� Re-surface (not re-pave) the street
� Encourage the North Kansas City High School to keep their track runners off very

dangerous streets like N Holmes

Create an Additional Entrance/Exit for Sunset Hill
Neighbors in the Sunset Hill neighborhood cherish the small-town feeling in their commu-
nity.  However, they feel that having only one entrance/exit for their neighborhood
inhibits the movement of large vehicles, especially emergency vehicles.  They would like
to see the installation of another entrance/exit, perhaps by connecting N Lydia to NE
Russell Road.
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Advocate for Nature Preservation and Beautification
of the Area
The woods, green space and wildlife are important to Sunset Hill/Riverview Area neigh-
bors, and a big part of why they choose to live where they do.  Residents want to see
these things preserved.  They also care about the attractiveness of the areas that are
developed, specifically homes and yards.  Some of their suggestions were:
� Work with NT Realty, Parks and Recreation Department and the North Kansas City

School District to develop a program incorporating a nature preserve for youth and
the community at large

� Work together on beautification projects
� Continue neighborhood beautification awards for homes and yards in the neighbor-

hood
� Encourage the City to continue funding for beautification within the neighborhoods,

and to allow trash to be put out either in plastic barrels or cages built by
homeowners (to prevent animals from scattering trash)

Work Together, Get Involved in the Community
As in many Kansas City neighborhoods, residents in this community care deeply about
their quality of life.  Equally, in many volunteer organizations, only a few neighbors are
consistently involved in the activities of the community.  These residents would like to
see increased participation by all residents, in order to distrubute responsibility and to
get the input of more neighbors.  Some ideas that came up at the workshop were:
� Work with Northland Neighborhoods, Inc. and the Kansas City, Missouri Police De-

partment for Neighborhood Crime Watches and walks during the national Night Out
Against Crime

� Have neighborhood events (such as block parties) to get neighbors involved and volun-
teering
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The Sunset Hill and Riverview Area Neighborhood Assessment covered the area from
NE 42nd Street/N Holmes/NE Russell Road on the north to the North Kansas City
city limits on the south, and from North Oak Traffic Way on the west to I-35 on the
east.

C  H A R T   N O T E S

Neighborhood Slogans
The attendees brainstormed several slogans to describe their neighborhood.  The slo-
gans helped the participants to identify how they viewed their community.  The se-
lected slogan was:

Nifty Northland Neighbors

Other suggested slogans:
� Whatever You Can Do We Can Do

Better
� We All Can Pray for Our Leaders

to Do It Better

� Sunset On The River
� It Doesn�t Get Any Better Than

Sunset On The River
� Love Is A Northland Thing



9Nifty Northland Neighbors

STEP 1:  My Neighborhood Is
Workshop participants identified how they experience their neighborhood, and con-
sidered those things they want to protect, preserve or enhance.  They thought about
the landmarks, paths, activity centers, districts, edges or barriers, and features.  These
were noted on a wall map.

Landmarks � significant physical objects, like buildings or signs

Paths � routes people use to get places

Activity Centers � gathering places to do some activity

Districts � areas of recognizable character

Edges or Barriers � a limit or boundary that prevents people from
enjoying the neighborhood or something in it

Features � things people like and would like to preserve or enhance

�

�

�

�

Landmark and Activity Center: Glenwood Baptist Church at 3710 N Holmes,
the site of the Sunset Hill and Riverview Area Neighborhood Assessment
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�

�

�

Landmarks
� The levee at NE 32nd St. and N

Holmes
� I-35
� The Sunset Hill neighborhood en-

try marker
� Glenwood Baptist Church
� The pond in the neighborhood

(along the east side of N Holmes)
� The four-way stop at N Holmes

and NE Russell
� Cascone�s Restaurant
� Farmland Industries
� Wally�s Pastry Shop on N Oak

Traffic Way

Paths
� The paths through the woods (bike

trails, deer trails)
� N Wayne
� N Holmes
� NE 42nd Street/Parvin Road

Activity Centers
� Glenwood Baptist Church
� IGA store on N Oak Traffic Way
� The Speakeasy (the bar in The

Islander complex)
� Crestview Park

Edges/Barriers
� The intersection of NE Russell, N

Wayne, and NE Parvin Roads
� N Wayne
� N Holmes

Features
� The wildlife in the area (turkey,

deer, etc.)
� Undeveloped land
� The trees and woods in the area
� Crestview Park
� The old farm homes in the area

(need to preserve)
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Activity Center:
IGA Super Center
on N Oak Traffic
Way

Landmark:
The Sunset Hill
neighborhood marker

Landmark:
Cascone�s Restaurant

S U N S E T   H I L L   A N D
R I V E R V I E W   A R E A   I M A G E S
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Path and Barrier: N Holmes Road

Feature: one of the
historic older homes in the area

S U N S E T   H I L L   A N D
R I V E R V I E W   A R E A   I M A G E S

Feature:
Wally�s Pastry Shop on

N Oak Traffic Way
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STEP 2:  If I Could Fix One Thing
In every neighborhood there are some things that need to be changed.  These issues can
inhibit residents from enjoying their neighborhood and from doing the things they like
to do.  Below is the list of �fixes� that workshop participants said they would like to
see in the Sunset Hill and Riverview Area neighborhoods.

Residents consider this intersection of NE Russell
Road, N Wayne Avenue and NE Parvin Road
(which is also adjacent to the on/off ramps for
I-35) to be dangerous from any direction

� Address dangerous intersection of
NE Russell/N Wayne and NE
Parvin Roads, especially the over-
flow traffic from I-29, perhaps
by installing a flashing traffic sig-
nal

� Stop speeding on N Holmes
� Address the issue of parents

parking on N Holmes in front of
Crestview Elementary School,
which blocks the road

� Create safe walking and biking
paths along N Holmes

� The neighborhood or City should
gain land along N Holmes for pub-
lic use

� Create a wildlife refuge near the
new Harbortown Duplexes (an en-
dangered species habitat)

� Address the issue of wild and do-
mestic animals getting into gar-
bage, and domestic dogs wander-
ing the neighborhood after walk-
ing with the family�s children to
the bus stop

� Install curbs and sidewalks on NE
42nd Street from N Oak Traffic
Way to N Holmes (there is not
sufficient water run-off, and
homes on NE 42nd Street flood;
perhaps install more gutters on NE
42nd Street, about halfway down
the hill)
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Area residents are concerned about the
impact that the new Harbortown Duplexes
will have not only on traffic flow, but
on the wildlife and wooded areas that
they want to see preserved

� Improve snow removal throughout
Sunset Hill

� Improve NE Russell Road (includ-
ing how the Islander fits into the
traffic flow)

� Have more neighborhood litter
pick-ups, and other community ac-
tivities (a community garden, etc.)

� More volunteerism/involvement in
the neighborhood

� Stop Phase 2 of the Harbortown
development, preserve the Native
American dig there, similar to Line
Creek

� Install a speed limit sign on north-
bound N Holmes south of Russell
Road

� Install traffic calming measures
at the sharp curve on N Holmes
(between NE 36th Street and NE
37th Street, perhaps a flashing
light or 15 mph. speed limit sign)

� Re-surface (not re-pave) N Holmes
(the many layers have created
deep ditches)

� Address the drinking and driving
issue (much of the litter along N
Holmes is beer bottles)

Many neighbors would like to see
N Holmes resurfaced (i.e. scraped and

re-paved) to remedy the deep ditches
like this one caused by repeated pavings
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STEP 3:  My Neighborhood�s Assets
Workshop participants identified assets in their neighborhood.  These qualities in-
clude places, groups, organizations, equipment, skills, abilities and any other feature
that adds value to the neighborhood.

This Adopt-A-Street sign notes the efforts
of the �North Holmes Neighbors� to keep

their area clean; in the backgroud are
some of the area�s beautiful woods

� Proximity to stores, shopping
� Large lot sizes
� Rodger�s vegetable patch along NE

Russell Road
� More and more home owners in the

area
� The neighborhood is getting cleaner
� There is better care of homes by

the owners
� Children freely and safely walk

throughout the Sunset Hill neigh-
borhood, as in a small town

� Many churches in the area
� Friendly neighbors
� Many retired neighbors cook a big

meal at Christmas time

� The wisdom and history from the
senior citizens in the area

� The new North Kansas City Com-
munity Centers� senior rates

� Clean Sweep
� The Sunset Hill Neighborhood

Association
� Evelyn Oliver
� The intergenerational aspect of

the community
� Quiet, good neighbors, and less

crime
� All the volunteers who pick up litter
� Easy access to I-35
� The new streetlights
� The green areas, woods
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STEP 4:  Facts About My Neighborhood
The data presented at the Sunset Hill and Riverview Area Neighborhood Assessment
was from both the 1990 and 2000 U.S. Census, and from 1999 and 2000 information
from the Kansas City, Missouri Police Department and the Kansas City, Missouri City
Planning and Development Department.  Below are the facts the participants said were
surprising or noteworthy.  (See the neighborhood assessment workbook for more detail.)

Change in Population 1990-2000

Participants stated that the
area is able to maintain size
and lot size of property
because of population
growth.
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Change in Number of Housing Units Between 1990-2000

Residents stated that sharp drop in non-violent crime in 1998 was due to the closing of
both Vito�s Bar and the ASAP gas station/convenience store in that year.

Non-Violent Crime per 100 Persons

Neighbors feel that the
increase of housing units
from 1990-2000 due both
to the new Harbortown
Duplexes and infill housing.
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STEP 5:  Describing My Neighborhood
Those who attended the workshop were asked to vote on the Neighborhood Type that
best described the area.  The majority chose Conservation.

Conservation

A workshop participant votes for
her choice of Neighborhood Type

My neighborhood has been developed for some time.  Established businesses and insti-
tutions are located in the neighborhood.  Places of worship, schools, recreational and
entertainment facilities, and businesses provide many opportunities near my home.
Tree-lined streets, historic structures or qualities, public art and/or other amenities
characterize the neighborhood and give it a sense of place.  Most of the houses are
occupied. Little demolition has occurred here and vacant land is scarce.
It appears that both public and private areas are well-maintained, although a house or
business periodically falls into disrepair from a lack of routine maintenance (painting,
yard upkeep, awning repair, etc.).  Some infrastructure repairs may be needed to keep
the neighborhood attractive.  Generally the problems that do come up can be ad-
dressed by our neighborhood association, by a call to the City, or through neighbors
getting together to help one another.
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STEP 6: Making My Neighborhood Better
Neighbors talked about specific actions their community can take to address the is-
sues and challenges identified earlier in the Assessment.  They brainstormed ideas,
concentrating on those actions that can be performed by the community to improve the
neighborhood.  Below is a list of all the ideas mentioned by workshop participants.
They  voted on the ideas they most want implemented to make their neighborhood
better.

Things we can do Ourselves:

Workshop participants consider their priorities

� Find out about the unfinished apartment development on N Cherry (they are
boarded up and could be a target for vandalism)

� Have neighborhood Crime Watches and walks during the national Night Out
Against Crime; consult with Carolyn Vellar of Northland Neighborhoods, Inc.
about how neighborhoods could work together

� Use e-mail to contact City Council members during committee meetings regard-
ing neighborhood concerns being discussed

� Contact Martin Weekely of the Storm Water Maintenance Division at 513-
8000 regarding storm drainage improvements

� Continue neighborhood beautification awards for homes and yards
� Create a neighborhood association for neighbors on N Holmes
� Join the litter pick-ups on N Holmes
� Have neighborhood events to get neighbors involved and volunteering
� Contact Susan Fiala (Long-Range Planner for the Northland) about any plans for

reconfiguring the intersection of NE Russell/N Wayne and NE Parvin Roads
� Get together for a neighborhood block party
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Things we can do with a Partner:

� Work together on beautification
� Work with NT Realty, Parks and Recreation Department and the North Kansas

City School District to develop a program incorporating a nature preserve for
youth and the community at large

� Appoint a KCPD officer to work with the neighborhoods on a Crime Watch/
Walk, etc., working with Northland Neighborhoods, Inc.

� Work with the North Kansas City High School to educate their students about
littering and drinking and driving

� Encourage the North Kansas City High School to keep their track runners off
very dangerous streets, such as N Holmes and N Oak Traffic Way

Residents vote on the actions
they want to work on with a
neighborhood partner
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Things the City should do:

� Address dangerous intersection of Russell/Wayne/Parvin
� Lower speed limit on North Holmes from 37th Street south
� Put in another entrance/exit in Sunset Hill for emergency vehicles, perhaps by

connecting N Lydia to NE Russell
� Install sidewalks in Sunset Hill (or anywhere north)
� Install sidewalks on NE 42nd St. between North Oak Traffic Way and N Holmes
� Allow trash to be put out in plastic barrels (or cages built)
� Turn up the volume on tornado sirens
� Call Martin Weekley with the Storm Water Maintenance Division (513-8000)
� Widen N Holmes by one full lane at Crestview Elementary School, and install

sidewalks at school
� Continue funding for beautification within the neighborhoods
� Widen Russell Road right now
� Promote �Night Out Against Crime� in the north
� Come onto private property to remove large storm debris
� Convene council hearings/meetings at a more convenient time and place
� Keep up the Neighborhood Assessment Team

Residents vote on their priorities for
the actions they want the City to take



24 Sunset Hill and Riverview Area

Sunset Hill and Riverview Area
Neighborhood Assessment Participants

� Sunset Hill Neighborhood Association
� Glenwood Baptist Church
� Deli Depot
� Bob�s North Oak IGA Super Center

Sponsors and Contributors

For information about the Sunset Hill Neighborhood Association, contact President
Evelyn Oliver at (816) 455-3024.  To find out more about the Sheraton Estates
Neighborhood Association, contact President Dorothy A. Stroud at (816) 861-6510.

For more information about neighborhood organization, contact Northland Neighbor-
hoods, Inc. at (816) 454-2000, Kansas City Neighborhood Alliance at (816) 753-
8600, the City�s Neighborhood and Community Services Department at (816) 513-
3200, or the Mayor�s Neighborhood Advocate Office at (816) 513-3500.

The Sunset Hill and Riverview Area neighborhoods are in the 1st Council District.  Your
Council Representatives are:
Councilman Ed Ford, First District-at-Large: (816) 513-1624
Councilwoman Teresa Loar, First District: (816) 513-1619

Getting Involved

Bridget Ashley
Randy Bossert
George R. Chance
Mary Dawn
Essie Dobbins
Jeanette Flegel
Leslie Foster

Shaun Knapton
Claire Kucinic
Evelyn and Tom Oliver
Carol Olson
Shirley A. Orr
John Payne
Jeff Phillips

Phil Russell
Kurt Russell
Mrs. and Mrs. A. R.

Schroeder
Earl Williams
Edwin Wright
Bernice and Roger

Yarberry
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THE VISION OF

FOCUS KANSAS CITY
We, as Kansas Citians, envision our city as a people-centered commu-
nity.  From economic development to the readability of street signs,
we consider people first.  Kansas City shapes and guarantees its fu-
ture by examining first and foremost the impact of every decision on
future generations.

We, as Kansas Citians, are full of hope.  We demonstrate this hope
through our investment in our families, our homes, our neighborhoods,
our schools, our businesses and our city.

For more information about FOCUS Kansas City :

� call the office at 513-2822 ,
� visit www.kcmo.org/focus/ , or
� e-mail focus@kcmo.org .

To reach the Neighborhood Assessment Team, call 513-2909 .

FOCUS - Forging Our Comprehensive Urban Strategy


