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November 1, 2005 Deadline
Approaching for Conditionally Licensed
Residential Building Contractors

aconditional Residentia Building Contractor licensearerequired to have

acertified residential building supervisor employed full-time. This
supervisor isresponsiblefor theresidentia building contractor’sconstruction
operationsand shal bein placefor the contractor to continueto obtain building
permits. A residential building contractor licenseisrequired to construct,
structurally ater or enlarge any one- or two family detached dwelling or
townhouse, including any detached accessory buildingsin excessof 400 square
feetinarea. Permitsissued prior to November 1, 2005 areexempted fromthis
requirement.

Begi nning November 1, 2005, dl residentia building contractorsholding

Exception: Resdentid building contractorsproviding evidence
of their resdentia building supervisor being scheduled for one
of the approved exams for this license shall be deemed as
meeting thisrequirement until March 31, 2006. Thisexception
will dlow conditiondly licensed resdentid building contractors
to obtain building permits while their residential building
upervisor isawaiting ascheduled quaifying exam. After March
31, 2006, however, dl resdentid building contractorsshdl have
afully quaified resdentia building supervisor in placeinorder
to obtain new permits.

Theresidential building contractor licensing program wasimplemented on
November 1, 2004, with an exception to accommodatethoseresdentid building
contractorswho werelegally in businessin Kansas City, Missouri prior tothis
regulation. Residentia building contractor’slicenseswereissued conditionaly
inthosesituations, subject to designating aresidential building supervisor prior
to November 1, 2005.

Inorder to become certified asaresdentia building supervisor and removethe
condition from thelicense, any member of aresidential building contractor’s
management staff in charge of construction operationswho has passed one of
the accepted residentid building contractor examsmay apply. Examinformation
and application formsare available online at www.kcmo.org/codes (click on
the*Resdentid Building Contractor Licensing” link). Youmay aso contact the
Contractor Licensing Branch at (816) 513-1500, option 6, with any questions
you may haveregarding thismatter.

Therearecurrently 387 residential building contractors, 252 of which do not
haveadesignated residential building supervisor. If you or amember of your
staff has not taken the Residential Contractor (Class C) exam with ICC or
Experior, westrongly urge you to contact either of thesetesting agenciesto

schedule onenow.
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES ASSOCIATES
PARTICIPATE INACCELAUSER CONFERENCE

August 21-25, Development Services associates participated inthe
005 A ccdlaGovernment Autometion Conference. Accelaisthe parent
company for the KIVA Devel opment Management Software used by
the City. Development Services and our customers rely upon KIVA and
KIVANET daily for plansreview, permitting, inspection and service request
tracking. Attending thisyear were Greg Franzen, Rick Usher, Dion Waldon,
Wilson Winn and Gene McCubbin. Also attending from the Information
Technology Department were Lynn Gant and Princilla Nutt. All of these
individualsare activein the use, management and devel opment of the KIVA
product for the City.

Attendance at the conference provides the opportunity to learn about new
product featuresand direction fromAccelastaff, aswell asinnovative usesfor
the product from other clients. Uniqueto thisconferenceisthe opportunity for
the User Group to drive the future direction of the product by submitting,
discussing and voting on desired product enhancements. Usersare currently
benefiting from enhancements suggested by City staff at past conferences. These
enhancementsprovidefor greater efficiency in our operations, and wereincluded
inthe product at no cost to the City.

At thisyear’sconference, attendees al so had the opportunity to elect aUser
Committeethat will assst Accelain devel oping functiona descriptionsfor future
enhancementsto ensurethat the needsof theusersaremet. Wewere successful
inelecting I TD’sLynn Gant to the committeeto represent KC'sinterests.

Welook forward to the enhancementsthat will befound in the future product
releases. Weare currently working to upgradeto thelatest available version of
KIVA and KIVANET with a‘ go-live’ datein the spring of 2006.

If you haven't used KIVANET to track your project, go to www.kcmo.or g/
codesand click onthe KIVANET link.

CPD-DS STAFF CHANGES

Philip Boyles joined the Investigations Division and Kris
Timmons and Bryan Alyea joined the Inpections Division as
Construction Code Inspector I’s.

M ar cus Robinson was promoted from Construction Code
Inspector | in the Inspections Division South Branch to Graduate
Engineer in the Special Inspections Branch.

Nikki Dennis, James Finney, Kenny Shelor, Christopher
Simmons, Peter Manyothwane, and Dale Williamson left to
pursue other opportunities.
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CODE CHAT

by Gary Marker, RA.
Divison Manager of PlansReview

WHAT'SNEWWITH ...SMOKE AND HEAT VENTING?

20001BC. However, intheinterest of keeping the code current with the state of technology, some changesare
madein each three-year code development cycle. Thisarticlewill attempt to highlight someof those changesas
they apply to the subject of smoke and heat venting.

-I-he recently adopted 2003 Inter national Building Code (IBC) hasmany similaritieswith the previously adopted

Why isSmokeand Heat Venting Required?

For many years, automatic smoke and heat venting has been required in themodel building codesfor largefactory and
warehousetype occupanciesfor the purposes of maintaining atenable environment for occupantsduring fireeventsandfor
asssting firefighting personnel during rescueand cleanup operations.

WhereisSmokeand Heat Venting Required?

Asinthe20001BC, 2003 IBC Section 910.2.1 indicatesthat smoke and heat venting shall be providedinall Group F-1
and S-1 buildings, and portions of buildingsused as Group F-1 and S-1 occupancies having more than 50,000 squarefeet
inundivided area. Section 910.2.2 statesthat smokeand heat venting shall be providedinal Group H-2 or H-3 occupancies
over 15,000 squarefeet in singlefloor areaor those used for the storage of certain classesof materials. Section 910.2.3
statesthat smoke and heat venting shall be provided in all buildingsand portionsthereof containing high-piled combustible
storage or rack storagein any occupancy in accordancewith IBC Section 413 and theInternational Fire Code. Findly,
smokeand heat venting isrequired for buildings of GroupsF-1and S-1 occupancy whereexit travel distanceisincreased
inaccordancewith IBC Section 1015.2.

Asnoted above, Section 910.2.3 referencesthe 2003 I nter national Fire Codefor smokeand heat venting requirements
in buildings having high-piled combustible stock or rack storage. Animportant change has been madeto |FC Table
2306.2 intheform of anew footnote. Footnote*j” of thistable permitsthe omission of smokeand heat ventingwhereearly
suppression fast response sprinkler systems (ESFR) areinstalled. Thischange hasbeen moved to thebody of theIBCin
the 2004 1BC Supplement and recognizesthe detrimental effectsof automatic venting on ESFR systems, aswell asthe
extra protection afforded by ESFR systems. Based on these code changes, CPD-DS has created Interpretation
Number CI2005-012 which permitsthe omission of smokeand heat venting for all occupancieswherea ESFR sprinkler
system hasbeeningtaled, provided such buildingsshal comply with al other requirements specific to the occupancy, i.e.,

high-piled storagerequirements, etc.
Design and I nstallation

2003 1BC Section 910.3 (and Table 910.3) enumeratesthe design requirementsfor automatic smoke and heat ventsas
well astheassociated required draft curtains. Draft curtains serveto collect and compartmentalize heat and products of
combustion for more efficient operation of the automatic vents. An important change from the 2000 IBC, Section
910.3.4, Exception, now recognizesthat draft curtains have been shownto have adetrimenta effect on the performance of
ESFR sprinkler systemsand are, therefore, nolonger required wherethistypeof systemisingtalled, except at the separation
of ESFR and regular sprinkler systems.

Continued on Page 6



INTERPRETATIONS

#/CODE

C12006-001

20031IMC
Sec. 307.2

QUESTION
1. When is asecondary drain system required?
2. What is an acceptable location for the discharge of a condensate drain?
ANSWER

1. A secondary drain system is required where damage to building components may occur as a
result of an overflow or stoppage in the primary system. For the purpose of this section, a“building
component” includes finish materials such as gypsum wallboard, ceiling tiles and carpet, aswell as
wood framing, etc. Damage includesthe possibility of mold, mildew and staining.

2. An acceptable location for the discharge of a condensate drain, either primary or secondary, is
any location that will not cause damage or create ahazard or nuisance. The dischargelocation shall
beabletodrain. For asecondary drain, the discharge point shall be at aconspicuouslocationto alert
occupantsto the stoppage of the primary drain. The* conspicuouslocation” shall be one wherethe
flow will be noticed as unusual, and that is occupied frequently enough so that the problem can be
corrected in atimely manner. The primary and secondary drains shall be kept independent so that
secondary flow can be distinguished from primary flow.

C12006-002

2003 1BC
Sec. 907.2.1

QUESTION

For the purpose of the above section, should the occupant loads of commercial kitchens and other
accessory spaces be included in determining the occupant load of an A occupancy.

ANSWER

Yes, if these spaces are designated as part of the group A occupancy. The occupants of all spaces
that are a part of the group A occupancy shall be counted. |f non-assembly accessory spaces are
designed as a different occupancy group, then the occupants are not counted as part of the assem-
bly occupancy.

Cl12006-003

2003 1BC
Sec. 1109.2,
Exception 3

QUESTION

1. May the exception to accessibility for clustered single-user toilet rooms or bathing facilities be
applied to facilities in tenant spaces in which the toilet or bathing rooms are not clustered in a
contiguous configuration?

2. Doesthisexception apply to rooms containing required plumbing fixtures?

ANSWER

1. Yes. Inatenant space such as an office with multiple, single-user toilet rooms, this exception
may be applied to reduce the required number of accessible facilitiesto 5 percent but not less than
oneroom of each cluster. Though thetoilet or bathing rooms are not required to be adjacent to each
other to be considered as a cluster, the accessible facilities must be within the same tenant space
and within the same general functional area as each of the non-accessible facilities.

2. Yes. Although the exception does not apply unless there are fixtures in excess of the minimum
required number, the number of accessible rooms may be reduced to 5% of the total number of
rooms provided.
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FROM THEFILES...
REAL CODE MODIFICATION REQUEST CASE HISTORIES

PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY SEPARATION

By Gary Marker, R.A.,
Division Manager of Plans Review

he KCMO Code of Ordinances, Section 18-6, statesthat “ The detailsand actions of granting modifications (to

coderequirements) shall berecorded and entered inthefilesof Development Services.” Doing so permitsoneto

rationalize any apparent code discrepancies by investigating thefilesfor the building in question. Inorder to
facilitatethis, CPD-DS employsthe Code M odification Request processwherein the applicant submitsaform stating the
location of the property, the applicant name and the proposed code alternate. Oncethisformissubmitted alongwiththe
required application fee, the request isreviewed and either approved, conditionally approved or denied. The Code
Modification Request processisoutlined in CPD-DS Information Bulletin Number 101 (available on theweb at
www.kcmo.org). However, | am frequently asked, “What makesa“ good’ Code M odification Request?’ Thisisanother
instalment inaseriesof articlesto attempt to answer that question by presenting actua case historiesof CMR’swhich have
been APPROVED by CPD-DS.

The subject of thisrequest isaproposed, 4-story, Group R-2 apartment building. Thebuildingisto be
constructed on the same sitewith an existing building and connected to it with anew pedestrian walkway.
International Building Code, Section 3104.5, requiresatwo-hour fire barrier wall for adistance of 10
feet horizontally on each side of the pedestrian walkway whereit connectsto thebuilding. Inlieuthereof,
the applicant proposesto construct thewallsand roof of the proposed walkway of two-hour fire-resistive
construction for adistance of 10 feet from theattached building. | believethisrequest meetstheintent of
the code and should be approved. Thisrequest was determined to meet theintent of the code and was,
therefore, approved.

Thisapproval recognized that theintent of the codeisto provideatwo-hour firebarrier for adistance of 10feet verticaly
and horizontally and that creating this construction on thewakway inlieu of on the attached building achieved the same
result. Besuretowatch future editionsof the Code Connection for moreinformativeand interesting talesfromthe CMR
files.

PLANS REVIEW
AVERAGE TURNAROUND TIMES

Four-Week Averages as of September 18, 2005

New Commercial BlAgS. & AUGITIONS ......c.ooiiiiiieieeree ettt ee e 3.4 weeks
One-and TWO-Family DWEIIINGS ....ccueoiiieiee e sttt st 1lday/plan
AL OTNEN PrOJECES ...ttt st et et esae e beeneesreenaennnens 0.7 weekg/plan
Quality Control REVIEW (QECR) ..ottt st st sr et e se e beebe e st e sbeeseeneenneeneas <2 days



Cope CHaTt (Continued from Page 3)
M echanical Smoke Exhaust

Asan alternate to automatic gravity vents, |BC Section 910.4 permits smoke exhaust to be accomplished by meansof a
mechanical system, sizedin accordance with Section 910.4.2. 1BC Section 910.4.3 requiresthat the smoke exhaust
system beautomatically activated by the automatic sprinkler system or by heat detectors, and further requires manual
controlsfor each fan unit. However, in recognition of the detrimental effectsof smoke and heat venting by mechanical
systemson ESFR sprinkler systems, CPD-DS permits mechanical smokeremoval systemsto be controlled by manual
means only when requested through the Code M odification Regquest process.

Aswasthecaseinthe2000 IBC, 2003 I BC Sections910.4.3 through 910.4.5 addresswiring and control for mechanical
smoke exhaust systems. These sectionsrequire protection for thewiring to ensureavailability of the system during fire
conditionsand specify that the controlsshall aso be protected and blefrom outsideof thebuilding. Finaly, Section
910.4.6 requires mechanical smoke exhaust controlsto be coordinated with comfort air handling systemsto ensure
controllability by firecrews.

While coderequirementsfor smokeand heat venting changefromtimeto timeto addressnew technologies, theintentisthe
same—toachieveahighlevd of lifesafety while permitting flexibility indesign. For questionsregarding thissubject or any
other coderequirements, fed freeto call the CPD-DS Code Question Hotlineat (816) 513-1511, whereahel pful associate
standsready to provide assistancein applying codeinterpretationsto individual situations, or you may obtain e-mail
answersto code questionsfrom gary_marker@kcmo.org.

PUBLICINFRASTRUCTURE INSPECTION SERVICES
MOVED FROM PUBLICWORKS
TOCITYPLANNING & DEVELOPMENT!

September 6, in an effort to continue consolidating devel opment rel ated servicesinto one Department, sixteen

16) inspectorsfrom Public Works Inspection Serviceswere consolidated into the Land Development Division

(LDD) of City Planning & Development - Development Services. Thisconsolidationincludestheinspection

services pertaining to Erosion Control Permitsfor land disturbance activities greater than one (1) acre, Public Grading

activities, Paving, Curb and Sidewalks permitsfor work within the public right-of-way, Public Storm and Sanitary Sewers
improvements, and Public Street Light improvements.

Public Workswill continueto inspect Signal Improvementsfor privately funded development projects. Historicaly, the
number of Sgnad projectsannually hasbeen between five (5) and ten (10) permitsfor private devel opment funded projects,
and, therefore, will not affect the consolidation effort. PublicWorkswill continueinspecting work associated with operation
and maintenance of theright-of-way (e.g., sidewalk projectsthat are salestax and/or assessment funded, excavation
permitsrelated to Street operation and utility maintenance, traffic control and closures, and street light maintenanceingpection,
etc.).

Asaresult of thechange, LDD isimmediately going to asinglenumber for al inspection requests. Thenew infrastructure
ingpection request number will be 513-0651.

With thischangethe prior Public Works North I nspection Number 784-8000 and South Inspection Number 513-8700
will nolonger beused by LDD. Theinspection staff will report to Dion Waldon.



WATER SERVICESBACKFLOWPERMIT
REQUIREMENTSREMINDER

icensed plumbing and fire protection contractors must submit an gpplication for abackflow permit with each application
for either anew commercial domestic water permit or for acommercial fire protection permit, per thefollowing
sections of Kansas City, Missouri, Ordinance No. 930805.

Sec. 37.105 New Water Connections

(@ All new commercia and industrial non-firewater servicelinesand new underground connectionsfor irrigation
systemswith facilitiesfor introduction of chemica additivesor with equipment creating back pressuremust havean
approved air gap separation or an approved reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly installed in
theline. New underground connectionsfor irrigation syssemswithout facilitiesfor introduction of chemica additives
and without provisionsfor creating back pressure must have an gpproved double check valveassembly instaledin
theserviceline.

(b) New fireprotection systemsusing chemical additives must have an approved air gap separation or an approved
reduced pressure principle backflow prevention assembly ingtalled intheline. New fireprotection linesnot using
chemical additivesmust have an approved double check valveassembly installedinthe serviceline.

Sec. 37.107 Standardsof installation
(& A permit must beissued by theWater Services Department prior to the start of construction or modification.

If you have any questionsregarding thisrequirement, please contact Vivian E. Palermo, Water Services Manager of
Permit Operations, at 816-513-2159.

TelephoneNumbers. o ) )
AreaCode 816 Publication Ordering Infor mation:

BUIAING OFfiGIAl ©.vvevveceeeeieeceeecreeee et 513-1472 | | Thefollowing publications are available at either CPD-DS office.
City Hall Permit Center ........ooevvvvereveeeennnne 513-1500 (option 3) _ .
PlansReview Permit Center ............c.c.co........ 513-1500 (option 5) Yotlilm may at"?"so fcal ! 513d1tﬁoo (?pt' on 3) ang reql_Je's:t acredit card
Commercial PlanSREVIEW .............coocccceeeeennnes 513-1500 (option5) | | &thorizaontorm andinen piace your order via rax.
One- & Two-Family PlansReview .................. 513-1500(0ption®) | | 1. chapter 18, Kansas City Building and Rehabilitation Code and
I nSpeCtI ons D|V| SION 513'15% (Optl on 2) rel ated Ordl nances. (Chapter 18 adopts the model Codes by reference
ISDQC'E_‘] |USDeCt|:')Qn$ e giii% EOpt!On % and identifieslocal anendmentsto the model codes.) Price: $6.00

nvestigations DiVISION.........cccevevvnincnennens option
Business Services Division.........cceevveenene. 513-1500 (option 3) 2. Special Inspections Program Manual. Price: $5.00
Contractor Licensing & Registration ............ 513-1500 (option 6) _
Land DeVElOPMENT ........c..vvereerereeeeeeeseee s 5132593 | | 3. Fee Schedule. Price: $2.50

; ) Thefollowing publications are available from the City Planning and
FAX ServicesNumbers:
FAX PG PIOCESS ..o 5131456 | | Development Department (513-2846).
FAX |ﬂSpECtIOI’1 RequeStS .............................................. 513'15% 1. Chapter 80’ K ansas Clty Zonlng Ordlnance Prlce $2500
Eﬁ; gubl ICaICIiE)rn F)UII’:ChasleSp| ...... B ........ h ........................ gﬁl‘l& 2.Chapter 66, Subdivision Regulations Pricec  $6.00
ne- and Two-Family PlansBranch..............c........ 1505

FAX Plans Review Comments Thefollowing publications are available from the International Code

Call to request your comments................... 513-1500 (option4) | | Council (913-888-0304).

Codelnformation: 1. 2003 International Building Code
; ; ; ; 2. 2003 Uniform Plumbing Code

Zoning, Floodplain, Airport Height Zone, : :

Permit Application Information ................... 513-1500 (option 3) 3. 2003 | nternational Mechanical Code

. . : 4. 2002 National Electrical Code

Code Questions, Plans submittal Information, 5. 2003 | nternational Residential Code

PlansReview Status.........coceevveenerenienenen 513-1500 (option 5)




