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NEW PROVISIONS

FOUND IN THE 2003 IRC

th the adoption of the 2003 International Codes, various new
requirementswill apply to projectsbuilt under thosecodes. Not all

changesfoundinthenew codesaremoreredtrictive. In somecases

the new code makes new allowances or provides for additional options.
Examplesof changesfound in Chapter 3 of the 2003 International Residential
Code (IRC) include:

IRC Section R305.1 providesanew exception dlowing areductionin
theceilingheight to 6'-8" in certain portions of bathrooms.

IRC Section R308.4includesnew provisonsfor safety glazing adjacent
tostairs. Ingenerd, glazing within 36" horizontally of astair must be
protected. Inaddition, glazingwithin 60" horizontally of the bottom
tread of aflight of stairsmust be protected.

IRC Section R309.2 now requiresthat 5/8" Type X gypsum board be
used to separate a garage from habitable rooms above the garage.
IRC Table R702.3.5 requiresthat the 5/8" gypsum board beinstalled
perpendicular to the framing and attached with 6d coated nails or
equivaent drywall screwsingaledat 6" on center. Regular Y2 gypsum
board may beused for theremainder of thegarage separation, including
protection of the supporting elements.

| RC Section R311.5.3 now makestherequirementsfor tread dimensions
thesamefor circular stairsasfor winder stairs. Ineither case, thetread
depth shal beaminimum of 10" a apoint 12" from the narrow end of
thetread.

IRC Section R311.5.4 now dlowsthemaximumvertica risefor asingle
flight of stairsto be 12 feet. Anintermediatelanding shall be provided
if the elevation difference between thefloor levelsserved exceeds 12
feet.

IRC Section R311.5.6.3 includes new provisions alowing for the
acceptance of unique handrail shapes.

(Continued on page 2)
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DCA ON THE MOVE

spart of the City Manager’snew
ACentraI ized Permit Center herein

City Hall, those DCA folks )
currently located on the 18" floor of City —— |
Hall will bemoving downtotheeast Sdeof
the5" floor of City Hall. Nothing definite S
on the move date, as of yet, but ook for —
DCA to bemoving between November 18
— 22, 2004. This move is a customer
serviceinitiative to make the location of
whereyou go for your devel opment oriented permits more centralized—more
of a“onestop” permit processing. DCA’sPublic Information Office, Permits
Divison, Business ServicesDivisonand the Officeof the Director will bejoining
important eementsof Public Worksand Water Serviceswho will be collocated
on that floor. Wethink you'll likethischange. Please stop by and see our
newly renovated space. . . And Y ES, wedid get permitsfor thework! O

2003 IRC Provisions (Continued from page 1)

* |RC SectionR312.2 nolonger prohibitsguardrail designsthat creastea
N ‘ladder effect’ (i.e. patternsthat could be climbable).

These are just asample of new provisionsfound in the 2003 I nter national
Residential Code. Pleaseconsult thecodefor al provisions. The2003 Kansas
City Building and Rehabilitation Code (KCBRC) may befound on our website
at http://www.kcmo.org/codes. The KCBRC isthe adoptive ordinanceand
containsall loca amendmentsto theadopted codes. You will notethat someof
the local amendmentsto the 2000 |RC have been deleted from the current
KCBRC, asthose provisions have beenincorporated into the 2003 IRC.

The2003 IRC will be mandatory for dl projects submitted after December 31,
2004. If you have any questions, you may call our Code Question Line at
(816) 513-1511. 3



CODE CHAT

by Gary Marker, RA.
Divison Manager of PlansReview

WHAT'S NEW WITH ...ELEVATOR LOBBIES? ~

with the Uniform Building Code (UBC) previously used for many yearsin KCMO. However, intheinterest of

creating anew standard acceptableto al member groups of the International Code Council, some changeshave
beenincorporated. Thisarticlewill attempt to highlight some of those differencesasthey apply to the subject of elevator
lobbies. The comparisonismadewith theimmediate past code adopted by KCM O whichwasthe 2000 IBC aswell as
the 1991 UBC.

T he currently adopted 2003 (and previoudy adopted 2000) International Building Code (IBC) hasmany similarities

Both 2000 and 2003 IBC Sections 707.14.1 and UBC Section 3305 (j) requirethat elevatorsopeningintofire-resistive
corridorsshall be provided with elevator lobbies. Boththe | BC and the UBC further specify that thelobbies separate the
elevatorsfrom the corridor with fire-resistive construction and opening protection asrequired for corridor walls. The
purposeisto addressthe hazards associated with the transfer of fireand products of combustion between level sinmulti-
story buildings. Thisfeaturea so helpsto prevent asituation wherein apersonridingintheelevator isexposedtofireor
smokeinthe event that the elevator doorsopen on afloor with afireeventin progress. Findly, thisfeature may beused by
fireservicepersonnel infirefighting and rescueactivities.

All three codes offer smilar exceptionsthat permit the omission of such lobbiesat the street floor level, wheretheentire
street floor is protected with an automatic sprinkler system. However, the UBC only permitted thisexceptionin all Group
B-2 occupancies(office, retail, warehouse, etc.), wheress, theIBC alowsit only in officebuildings. All threecodesaso
exempt elevators not required to be enclosed in shafts. A third exception permitted in all codesisaconditionwherean
additiona door isingtaled at the elevator door opening. Whilethisislisted asan exception, the condition essentialy meets
theletter of theorigina requirement, abeit with an extremely shallow “lobby” space. However, it should aso be noted that
the | BC has been amended for 2003 to include achange requiring thisdoor to betested in accordancewith UL 1784. O3

DCA PLANSREVIEW
AVERAGE TURNAROUND TIMES

Four-Week Averagesas of October 31, 2004

New Commercial Bldgs. & ATITIONS ......c.oceeiieieie et sne e e 3.7 weeks
One-and TWO-Family DWEIIINGS ....ccvoieiieiee ettt st sre s e e nneenes 1lday/plan
F N L@ 1 g1 G 0 = £SO 0.6 weekg/plan
Quality Control REVIEW (QCR) .....uiiiieiieeeeeite ettt e e e sae st esse e esseestesseesseesseeneesseesesseesseeseenennsennees <2 days



DCAINTERPRETATIONS

#/CODE
QUESTION
Cl12005-006 Isan encroachment permit or ordinancerequired for aCity project when such project includesa
proposed encroachment into the public right-of-way ?
Chapter 18
18-40, Sec. 3201 ANSWER

No. TheCity hastheright to usethe public right-of-way for public purposes. Therequirements
for insurance and an encroachment license fee are not applicableto the City becausethe City is
self-insured and providesregular funding for publicimprovements. Any encroachment into the
public right-of-way, however, must be coordinated to eiminate conflictswith other franchise utili-
tiesby the City department responsiblefor construction of the project.

QUESTION
Cl2005-007 What typesof valvesare considered ‘ quick-acting valves ?
2002 UPC ANSWER
Sec. 609.10

A valveor faucet that iscapable of being fully closed by singlemotion of thehand, onethat closes
automatically when released manually, or onethat is controlled by amechanical meansfor fast-

actionclosng.
QUESTION
Cl12005-008 |san encroachment permit or ordinance required for aCity project when such project includesa
proposed encroachment into the public right-of-way ?
Chapter 18
Sec. 18-40, ANSWER
Sec. 3201 No, the City hastheright to usethe publicright-of-way for public purposes. Therequirementsfor
insurance and an encroachment licensefee are not applicableto the City becausethe City isself-
insured and providesregular funding for publicimprovements. Any encroachment into thepublic
right-of-way, however, must be coordinated to eliminate conflictswith other franchise utilitiesby
the City department responsiblefor the construction of the project.
QUESTION
Cl2005-009 Where sand or gravel are used asfill material in accordancewith IRC Section R506.2.1, must
such sand or gravel be compacted?
2003 IRC ANSWER
Sec. R506.2.1

Yes. Therequirement appliesregardlessof thefill material.



FROM THEFILES...
REAL CODE MODIFICATION REQUEST CASE HISTORIES

PARKING STATION DIMENSIONS

By Gary Marker, R.A.,
Division Manager of PlansReview

he KCM O Code of Ordinances Section 18-6 statesthat “ The detailsand actions of granting modifications (to

coderequirements) shall berecorded and entered in thefiles of the Department of CodesAdministration.” Doing

S0 permitsonetorationaize any apparent code discrepanciesby investigating thefilesfor the buildingin question.
In order to facilitate this, DCA employsthe Code M odification Request process wherein the applicant submitsaform
stating thelocation of the property, the applicant name and the proposed codedternate. Oncethisformissubmitted along
with therequired application fee, the request isreviewed and either approved, conditionally approved or denied. The
Code Modification Request processisoutlined in DCA Information Bulletin Number 101 (available on the web at
www.kcmo.org). However, | am frequently asked, “What makesa“good” Code M odification Request?” Thisisanother
instalment inaseriesof articlesto attempt to answer that question by presenting actua case historiesof CMR’swhich have
been APPROVED by DCA.

The subject of thisrequest iscomplete remodel and change of occupancy from Group B officeto Group
R-2 gpartments (with Group S-1 storage areasin the basement, GroupsA and B useson thefirst floor and
Group B useon the second floor) for an existing, Type 1B (reduced from type 1A per the provisions of
International Building Code (IBC) Section403.3.1), fully sprinklered, 14-story building with an areaof
238,880 sguarefest.

The scopeof thisproject includestheinstallation of two new elevators, one connecting only the 13thand
14thfloors, the other only extending to thefirst floor, with a basement below. 1996 ANSI A17.1 Rule
106.1 b (3) requiresthiselevator pit to be provided with either adrain or asump. The applicant requests
awaiver from thisrequirement because the pitsarelocated above grade and they believethereislittle
likelihood that water will enter thepit. Staff believed thisrequest met theintent of the codefor thereason
given and should be approved.

Thisapproval recognized that theintent of the codeisto prevent the accumulation of water in the elevator pit, and that,
snceground water isthemost likely source, thiswould not present aproblem wherethefloor of the pitisabovegrade. Be
sureto watch future editions of the Code Connection for moreinformative and interesting talesfromthe CMR files. O




DCACONGRATULATES
NEW CBO/MCP

M.C.P, Development Specidist | inthe One—and Two-Family

Branch of thePlansReview Division, received certificationfrom
theInternational Code Council (ICC), asaMaster Code Professional
(MCP) on October 25, 2004. Becoming aMaster Code Professional
reflects hisdedi cation to education in thefield of code enforcement and
required thepassing of 15 national code examinationsfor atotal of 30
credits, including the Certified Building Official (CBO) exam. Mr. Lee
hasbeen aPlans Examiner with DCA since July 2002 andjoinsan dlite
group of gpproximately 300 code professionalsacrossthe United States,
Canada, and Puerto Ricointhisaccomplishment, including fellow DCA
associatesK ambiz Zoraghchi, Graduate Engineer, Greg Franzen,
Division Manager of Inspections; Steve War d, Construction Code
Inspector Supervisor; Bill Watson, Construction Code Inspector
Supervisor; and Jomy John, Development Specialist 1. Six out of
threehundred, or 2 percent of thetotal M.C.P’sfrom both countriesare
right herein DCA--not bad Kansas City! O

DCA is pleased to announce that Jeffrey A. Lee, C.B.O.,,

DCASTAFF CHANGES

D’ Ann Clemmonswasreclassed from Accountant | to Accountant |1 inthe Business ServicesDivision.
KarlaJackson returned to DCA asaCustomer Service Supervisor inthe Business ServicesDivision.

Terry ElImer was promoted from Construction Code Inspector 11 to Construction Code Inspector 111 inthe Inspections
Divigon.

Sharon Calkins, Kimberly Wellsand Pagerine Tugglejoined DCA as Customer Service Representativesin the
BusinessServicesDivison.

Valencia Simpson and Victoria Smith joined DCA as Customer Service Specidistinthe PermitsDivision
Shari Fairhur st joined DCA asaCustomer Service Representativein the Permits Division.
Gregg K olaseand Raymund Rhodesjoined DCA as Construction Code I nspectorsin the Inspections Division.

John Brown and Raysool Haydar ipoor joined DCA asConstruction Code | nspectorsinthelnvestigations Division.



DCA SALUTESITSVETERANS

Thank you for your sacrifice and service to our nation!
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Code Connection

Department of Codes Administration
18th Floor, City Hall

414 East 12th Street

Kansas City, Missouri 64106

ADDRESSCORRECTION REQUESTED

Visit DCA on thelnter net at www.kcmo.or g/codes

DCATeephoneNumbers:
AreaCode816
DireCtor’ SOfiCe ....coueiireiereee e 513-1472
Deputy Director’ SOffiCe ....ovvvverereeeeeeeeeese e 513-1478
City Hall Permit Center ........cccoceoeeeniencnennne 513-1500 (option 3)
PlansReview Permit Center ..........ccccoceveenuenee. 513-1500 (option 5)
Commercid PlansReview .........cccccvveveveeeenne 513-1500 (option 5)
One- & Two-Family PlansReview .................. 513-1500 (option 5)
INSPeCtions DIVISION .......cccceeveveienencieniene 513-1500 (option 2)
Special INSPECIONS ......oveveeeeeereieece e 513-1500 (option 2)
Investigations DiVIiSiON.........ccocceeeeenerenienne. 513-1500 (option 2)
Business Services Division..........cccceccvenuenee. 513-1500 (option 3)
Contractor Licensing & Registration ............ 513-1500 (option 6)
FAX ServicesNumbers:

FAX Permit PrOCESS ......cocoveveiiiriccereniereeses e 513-1456
FAX Inspection REQUESES........coververeeeeeeeeeneneeeeiei e 513-1536
FAX Publication PUrchases .........cccccoveveneieneneieneeee 513-1456
FAX One- and Two-Family PlansBranch...........cc.......... 513-1505
FAX Plans Review Comments

Call to request your comments...........c........ 513-1500 (option 4)

Codelnformation:
Zoning, Floodplain, Airport Height Zone,
Permit Application Information ................... 513-1500 (option 3)
Code Questions, Plans submittal Information,
Plans Review Status........ccccooeeenerenenenien 513-1500 (option 5)

Publication Ordering I nformation:

Thefollowing publications are available at either DCA office.

You may also call 513-1500 (option 3) and request a credit card
authorization form and then place your order via Fax.

1. Chapter 18, Kansas City Building and Rehabilitation Code and
related ordinances. (Chapter 18 adopts the model codes by reference
and identifieslocal amendmentsto the model codes.) Price: $6.00

2. Special Inspections Program Manual. Price: $5.00

3. Fee Schedule. Price: $2.50

Thefollowing publications are available from the City Planning and
Development Department (513-2846).

Price: $25.00
Price:  $6.00

1.Chapter 80, Kansas City Zoning Ordinance
2.Chapter 66, Subdivision Regulations

Thefollowing publications are avail able from the International Code
Council Regional Office (455-3330).

1. 2003 International Building Code

2. 2000 Uniform Plumbing Code

3. 2003 International Mechanical Code
4, 2002 National Electrical Code

5. 20003 I nternational Residential Code




