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PERMIT ACTIVITY STRONG
THROUGH SEPTEMBER

The total number of construction
permitsissued, fiscal year-to-date,
through the month of September has
increased by 48.6% over the same period of
timelast year. From May through September
of last year 7,572 permitswereissued. This
year, during the same period of time, 11,251
permits have been issued. Much of the
increasein permit activity isduetothestrong
residential construction market; however,
commercid activity dso hasremainedfairly
strong. Seechartsonpage4. O

KIVANET REPORT NOW BEING USED
BYUTILITY COMPANIES

was generated that now enables Kansas City Power & Light, Aquila, and

Missouri GasEnergy torunasimplereport off our KIVA webpagethat will
provide up-to-the-minuteutility clearances. Thistimesaving processwill grestly
reduce, if not eliminate, numerous phone callsfrom customersand utilitiesto
verify if agpecific address hasbeen cleared to be connected for service. Itaso
improvesour efficiency by diminating theneed for staff to FAX utility clearance
liststo our variouscustomers. DCA will continueto ook for waysto enhance
our systemsand processesto better serve our customersand citizensof Kansas
City, Missouri. O

I nour continuing effortsto enhance customer service, aKIVANET report
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CERTIFIED PERMIT TECHNICIAN

avid Panek of DCA’s Permits Division, Plans
DM anagement Branch, has successfully completed the
International Conferenceof Building Officias(ICBO) Certified Permit
Technician examination. David joinsfellow Permits Division associates Sy
Noor bakhsh and Rick Usher both of whom have previously attained this
certification. Thiscertification demonstrates knowledge of the International
Building and Zoning Codesand other applicableprofessiona standards. DCA
associates seek to achievethisand other professional certificationsinorder to
better serve our customersand to support safety in the built environment. O

DCA PLANSREVIEW
AVERAGE TURNAROUND TIMES

Four-Week Averages as of October 13, 2002

New Commercia Bldgs. & AdAItions.........cccceevreeneeienieseeenns 2.9 weeks
One- and Two-Family DWellingS..........cccovviinienenie e, 1day/plan
All Other PrOJECES......oiueeieeieiieieeee e 0.7 week/plan



CODE CHAT

by Gary Marker, RA.
Divison Manager of PlansReview

COMMON CUSTOMER
SERVICE QUESTIONS

and procedures are intended to promote consistency and timelinessin delivery of servicesto our customers.

However, the purpose and intent of some of these rulesand procedures may not beimmediately apparent to our
customers. Intheinterest of enhancing the understanding of these procedures, we present thefollowing list of common
customer servicequestions.

There’ snogetting aroundit. DCA, likeall organizations, requiresrulesand proceduresto function. Theserules

When may | expect my project review to becompleted? DCA GUARANTEESthefollowing turnaround timesfor
PlansReview activities

One- and Two-family Dwellings 90 percent withintwo daysor less
New Buildings, Building Additionsor Changesof 90 percent within four weeksor less
Occupancy (First Review)

All Other Projects (First Review) 90 percent within two weeksor less
First Resubmittal Reviewsfor All Projects Other than 90 percent within two weeksor less
One- and Two-family RN

s
Subsequent Resubmittal Reviewsfor All Projects Other 90\5@|th| noneweek or less
than One- and Two-family

Changesto Previousy Approved Plans

(Thecurrent ACTUAL on-timeratefor all categoriesis 100 percent.)

2. Doesit really taketwoweeks (or four weeks, or two days) toreview my plans? No. Likeall businesses, DCA
must scheduletheworkload. Whilethe actual review timefor agiven project may beonly one hour, oneday or one
week, DCA must allow for the review of over 5,700 project applications per year, in addition to other services
provided by the PlansReview staff, including answering of code questionsfrom the public (taking at least onefull day
per week), performing Express Reviews (again, onefull day per week) and other clerical-typeduties. All of these
activitiesmust befactored together in order to understand thetotal time required for agiven project and to account for
thefact that an examiner can only review oneproject at atime.

3. Why must my plansbesealed by aregistered design professional? In some cases, i.e., one- and two-family
dwellings, they donot. However, for most commercial projects, sealed plansarerequired to comply with State of
Missouri RulesGoverning thePracticeof Architectureor Engineeringandtomaintainthetrail of professona responsbility
for thedesign of the project.

(Continued on page 7)
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|CBOAND ICC
COMMITTEEAPPOINTMENTS

(ICBO) madethefollowing appointmentsto the I nternational Code Council (ICC) and |CBO committeesfor

DCA ispleased to announcethat the Board of Directorsof the International Conference of Building Officials

2002-2003:

e |CBO Education Committee—Barry Archer
e |CClInternational Building Code Fire Safety Committee—Greg Franzen
| CC Performance Codefor Buildingsand Facilities Code Devel opment Committee—David Panek

Congratulationsto al appointed for your involvement and hard work at thenational level! O

DCASTAFF CHANGES

D’ Ann Clemmonswaspromoted from Customer Service Representativeto Customer Service Specidist inthe Permits

Divison.

Jennifer Hoxworth, lan Donovan, Seven Roethlisberger, Darrell Hernandez and ChrisRossleft DCA to pursue

other opportunities.

November

3-6 ASCE 150thAnniversary Celebration Civil Engineering Conference and Exposition 2002, Washington,
DC

5-7 TISP1stAnnua Congresson Infrastructure Security for the Built Environment, Washington, DC

9-13 APHA Annua Meeting, “ Putting the Public Back into Public Health,” Philadelphia, PA

10-11 NEMA Annual Meeting & Leadership Conference, Chicago, IL

11-13 AccessBoard Mesting, TBD

12-15 International Conference on Disaster Management, LasVegas, NV

16-20 NFPA Fall Educationa Conference, Atlanta, GA

December

3-7 NLC Congressof Cities, Salt Lake City, UT

5-8 CSG 2002 Annua Meeting and State L eadership Forum, Richmond, VA



FROM THEFILES...
REAL CODE MODIFICATION REQUEST CASE HISTORIES

EXTERIORWALL OPENINGPROTECTION

By Gary Marker, R.A.,
Division Manager of Plans Review

he KCMO Code of Ordinances, Section 18-6, statesthat “ The detail sand actions of granting modifications (to

coderequirements) shall berecorded and entered in thefilesof the Department of CodesAdministration.” Doing

S0 permitsoneto rationalize any apparent code discrepanciesby investigating thefilesfor thebuilding in question.
In order tofacilitatethis, DCA employsthe Code M odification Request processwherein the applicant submitsaform
stating thelocation of the property, the applicant name and the proposed codedternate. Oncethisformissubmitted along
with therequired application fee, the request isreviewed and either approved, conditionally approved or denied. The
Code Modification Request processisoutlined in DCA Information Bulletin Number 101 (available on the web at
www.kcmo.or g/codes). However, | am frequently asked, “What makesa® good” Code M odification Request?” Thisis
another installment in aseriesof articlesto attempt to answer that question by presenting actual casehistoriesof CMR'’s
which have been APPROVED by DCA

Thesubject of thisrequest isan existing, Type 2-A, Group B office building. Thewest side of thisbuilding
islocated immediately adjacent to aproperty line. The applicant proposesto construct apedestrian
walkway over an adjacent, vacant parcel property to thewest and be connectedtoaType 1-A, Group B,
high-rise officebuilding whichislocated on thenext parcel inthesameblock (onthe property immediately
west of the adjacent, vacant property over which the proposed pedestrian walkway will pass). All three
propertiesinvolved are currently under common ownership.

IBC Table 704.8 prohibits openingson the property lineasisproposed in thiscasein order to accessthe
pedestrianwalkway. Therefore, the gpplicant proposestotreat thewest wall of thisbuilding asafirewall
with regard to fire-resistance and opening protection. Thisrequest was determined to meet theintent of
the code and was approved under thefollowing conditions:

1. That the pedestrian walkway may not be used asarequired exit for either building until and unless
appropriate deed restrictions are approved through DCA and recorded with the county whichwould
guaranteeitsavailability asan exit path.

2. That asimilar code modification request and deed restriction be submitted for each of the buildings
involved.

Thisapproval recognized that theintent of the codeisto prevent the spread of fire or smoke between buil dings on adjacent
propertiesand that afirewall will achievethedesired separation. Besureto watch future editionsof the Code Connection
for moreinformativeand interesting talesfromthe CMRfiles. O



copke cHAT (Continued from page 3)

4. Why can’'t | just drop by anytimefor aplan review? Dueto the popularity of the ExpressReview service, if these
reviewswerenot performed on an gppointment bass, staff would be overwhelmed. Excessively longwait timeswould
most certainly also result for those customers* dropping in” without an appointment. Asmentioned in question one,
Plans Examinersspend aminimum of oneday per week performing ExpressReviews. Without hiring Significantly more
staff, it would beimpossibleto perform more of thistype of review while meeting other turnaround timegoals.

5. How may | obtain an answer toabuilding coderelated question? Four ways.

*Youmay call (816) 513-1511. (The Code Question hotline.)
*Youmay e-mail your questiontogary_mar ker @kcmao.or g.
*Youmay mail or fax your questionto:
Gary Marker, Divison Manager of PlansReview
324 East 11th Street, 2nd Floor
Kansas City, MO 64106
*Youmay visit the DCA PlansReview officeat 324 East 11th Street, 2nd floor between the hours of 8:00 am.
and 5:00 p.m.

6. How may | check the statusof my plan review? Two ways.

*You may cal (816) 513-1500 and speak to aDCA Customer Service Representative.
*You may check your project statusthrough the KIVA dataentry system available on the DCA website at
www.kcmo.or g/codes.

7. How may | find out about requirementsfor project submittal and other DCA procedures? Threeways.

*Youmay call (816) 513-1511. (The Code Question hotline.)

*You may obtain awesalth of information regarding DCA procedures, including requirementsfor plansreview
submittal through aseriesof Information Bulletinsavailable on the DCA website at www.kcmo.or g/codes.
*You may also obtain any of these Information Bulletinsby visiting any DCA office, either on the 18th floor of

City Hall, 414 E. 12th Street, or inthe Oak Tower Building, 324 E. 11th Street, 2nd or 3rd floors.

8. | have a situation that does not meet the letter of the code. How may | obtain approval for an alternate
method of design/construction that meetstheintent of thecode? Alternate methodsof addressing coderequirements
may be submitted in theform of aCode M odification Request (CMR). Pleaserefer tolnformation Bulletin Number
101, availableas specified above, for acopy of the CMR form and instructionsfor submittal .

9. Wheremay | obtain alist of responsiblepartiesto contact if | havequestionsregar ding plan review comments
from DCA or other City departments? Pleaserefer to | nfor mation Bulletin 110, availableon the DCA website at
www.kcmo.or g/codesfor acompletelisting. A copy of thislistisasoincluded with each review comment | etter.

DCA looksforward to serving all of your construction permit process needsin the most timely and efficient manner
possible. For questionsregarding thesetopicsor any other code requirements, feel freeto call the DCA PlansReview
officeat (816) 513-1500 and select option number 5, where hel pful associates stand ready to provide assistancein
applying code interpretations to individua situations. Or you may obtain e-mail answers to code questions from
gary_marker @kcmo.org. O



DCAINTERPRETATIONS

#/CODE QUESTION ANSWER
Cl12003-060 May theupper level (s) of multi-level tenant Spaces Yes, thesecond level of thetenant spacemay be
be provided with only asingleexit, regardiessof provided with a single exit or exit access
20001BC thestory onwhich either themainlevel or second doorway provided the space is within the
Secs. 1004.2.1, leve islocated? limitationsof themaximum occupant loadsfound
1004.2.5 in IBC Table 1004.2.1 and the maximum
common path of egress travel found in IBC
Section 1004.2.5.
Inaddition, at |east two exitsshall be provided
fromthebuilding unlessthebuildingisshownto
comply with Table 1005.2.2.
Cl12003-079 What occupancy group should beassignedto a Thistype of usewill be considered to befood
drive-inrestaurant with no seating area? processing and, therefore, fallsunder the F-1
20001BC usegroup.
Sec. 303
Cl12003-085 IBC Sections 1008.1 and 1008.2 requiremain No. Themainand“ other” exitstherein referred
and “other” exits, respectively, from certain to are exit access doors and are, therefore,
20001BC Group A occupancies. Are these sections permitted to lead to any complying means of

Secs. 1002, 1008.1,

1008.2

referringtoexitsasdefinedinIBC Section 1002, egress.
and arethey, therefore, required to terminate as
specifiedin Section 1002?

C12003-086

ANSI/ASMEA 17.1
Rule 106.1 (b)

Must elevator pitshaveadrainand wheremust Yes. ANSI A17.1, Rule106.1(b) requireseither
thisdrain discharge? drainsor sumpswithindl elevator pits. Drains,
if employed, may not bedirectly connected to
the sewer system, but may drainto daylight or
maly be drained to the sanitary or storm sewer
through anindirect waste connection. If asump
isemployed, it may be connected either to the
sanitary or storm sewer or may discharge to

daylight.

Cl12003-087
2000 NFPA 14

Sec. 5-7 (2),
Exception 1

NFPA 14, Section 5-7 (1) states that the Based on discussions with the KCMO Fire
required waterflow rate shall beprovided at a Marshal officeonAugust 7, 2002, theminimum
minimumresidud pressureof 100 pd attheoutlet residual pressurerequired at the hydraulically
of the hydraulically most remote hose station. most remote standpipe hose stationis65 psi.
Exception 1 to this section statesthat, where

theauthority havingjurisdiction permitspressures

lower than 100 psi, based on fire suppression

tactics, the pressure shall be permitted to be

reduced to not less than 65 psi. What isthe

minimum residual pressure required at the

hydraulically most remote hose station in

KCMO?



DCAINTERPRETATIONS

# CODE
C12003-088

20001BC
Secs. 704.2, 1406.3

QUESTION ANSWER

1. Given that Table 704.8 provides various 1. Openingsof any kind areprohibitedinawall
percentages of allowable openingsbased onthe that is 3’ or less from a property line. Walls
distance from the property line, how are the located at greater than 3’ up to 5’ from the
provisionsof 704.2 and 704.2.3 to be applied? property line are required to have protected
openings. Thesearethevaluesto be used for
2. If using the provisions of 1406.3 instead of theapplication of section 704.2. Tosummarize
704.2.3for thecongtruction of balconiesor smilar 704.2, no projection shal extend closer than 3'-
projections (with aggregatelength not exceeding 4" to a property line, and projections located
50% of the building perimeter per floor), dothe from3'-4" upto5' fromaproperty lineshal be
limitations of 704.2 regarding proximity to a either noncombustible, heavy-timber, one-hour
property linetill apply? fire-resstive or aspermitted by 1406.3.

2.Yes.

C12003-089

20001BC
Sec. 905.4, item#5

Isit requiredthat thestandpipeineachstarhave  Yes. An outlet shall be provided for each

anoutlet availableat theroof ? standpipe at theroof level. If thefull stair ex-
tendsto theroof, then the uppermost landingis
at theroof level and that iswheretheoutletis
required. If thefull stair doesnot extendto the
roof, thenan outletisrequired at theroof (whether
roof accessisby aladder, or andternating tread
device per IBC 1003.3.3.12.1, or even if no
accessat all isprovided). The spacing/number
of outletsisto bethe same ontheroof, evenif
roof accessisfrom only oneof thestairsor even
by Fire Dept ladder only. (A rooftop outletis
not required for astandpipe located in astair
that does not access the uppermost floor of a
building.)

Thisisconsistent with NFPA 14, section 5-3.2.
Notethat two hose connectionsarerequired at
thetop of the hydraulically remote standpipe.

Cl12003-090

20001BC
Sec. R314

IRC R314.6 requiresthat the tread width for a Yes, AsthelRC containsno provisionslimiting
circular stair beaminimumof 11" at apoint not theuseof either typeof stair, the 10" dimension
morethan 12" fromthesidewherethetreadsare wj|| be accepted regardless of the shape of the
narrower, whilefor awinder stair IRC R314.4 ¢4rs. The10" dimensionisaso consstent with

requiresthat thetread width beaminimumof 10" thetread required for astraight run of stairs.
at apoint not morethan 12" fromthesidewhere

thetreadsare narrower. For astair constructed [Note: Inthe 2001 |RC Supplement, Section
on an arc, may the provisions of IRC Section R314.6 has been amended so that the 10"

EBltﬁ-;lbeeﬂpl oyedregardingtherequiredtread dimensionisconsistent betweenthesesections]
epth’
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Department of Codes Administration
18th Floor, City Hall

414 East 12th Street

Kansas City, Missouri 64106

ADDRESSCORRECTION REQUESTED

Visit DCA on thelnter net at www.kcmo.or g/codes

DCATeephoneNumbers:
AreaCode816
DireCtor’ SOfiCe ....coueeirire et 513-1472
Deputy Director’ sSOffice ....ccoevvevveivrcvreninnn, 513-1500 (option 4)
City Hall Permit Center .........ccoceoeenencnnnnne 513-1500 (option 3)
PlansReview Permit Center ..........ccccoceveenuenee. 513-1500 (option 5)
Commercid PlansReview .........cccccveeveveeennne, 513-1500 (option 5)
One- & Two-Family PlansReview .................. 513-1500 (option 5)
INSPECtions DIVISION .......ccoceeeverenencieniene 513-1500 (option 2)
Special INSPECIONS .....ccvevveeeeereieece e 513-1500 (option 2)
Investigations DiVIiSiON.........ccccceeeeenereniene. 513-1500 (option 2)
Business Services Division..........ccceeeveeeenne. 513-1500 (option 3)
Contractor Licensing & Registration ............ 513-1500 (option 6)
FAX ServicesNumbers:

FAX Permit PrOCESS ......cocoveveiirriccereniere e 513-1456
FAX Inspection REQUESES........covevvereeeeeeeeeniere e 513-1536
FAX Publication PUrchases ..........cccooeveneienieienineeee 513-1456
FAX One- and Two-Family PlansBranch...........cc......... 513-1505
FAX Plans Review Comments

Call to request your comments...........c........ 513-1500 (option 4)

Codelnformation:
Zoning, Floodplain, Airport Height Zone,

Permit Application Information ................... 513-1500 (option 3)
Code Questions, Plans submittal Information,
Plans Review Status........ccccoevevrerenecicniene 513-1500 (option 5)

Publication Ordering I nformation:

Thefollowing publications are available at either DCA office.

You may also call 513-1500 (option 3) and request a credit card
authorization form and then place your order via Fax.

1. Chapter 18, Kansas City Building and Rehabilitation Code and
related ordinances. (Chapter 18 adopts the model codes by reference
and identifieslocal amendmentsto the model codes.) Price: $6.00

2. Special Inspections Program Manual. Price: $5.00

3. Fee Schedule. Price: $2.50

Thefollowing publications are available from the City Planning and
Development Department (513-2846).

Price: $25.00
Price:.  $6.00

1.Chapter 80, Kansas City Zoning Ordinance
2.Chapter 66, Subdivision Regulations

Thefollowing publications are avail able from the I nternational
Conference of Building Officials Regional Office (455-3330).

1. 2000 International Building Code

2. 2000 Uniform Plumbing Code

3. 2000 International Mechanical Code
4. 1999 National Electrical Code

5. 2000 International Residential Code
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