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NOWAVAILABLE:
ON-LINE REPORT PROVIDES
UP-TO-DATE INSPECTION SUMMARY

(www.kcmo.org/codes) isareport that will provideasummary listing

of al unresolvedingpectionitemsfor apermit. Thelink tothisreportis
titled INSPECTION SUMMARY REPORT, andislocated immediately below
the KIVANET link.

N ow available on the CPD Development Services homepage

Thisreport will beespecialy helpful for projectsthat have had alarge number
of ingoections. Whilethe completeingpection history for any privatecongtruction
permitisasoavailableonlineviaKIVANET, thisreport listsonly theitemsthat
remainunresolved. Itwill providetheuser asummary listing of only thoseitems
that still need to be addressed.

Torunthereport, youwill need to enter the permit typeand number. Itisalso
possibleto run thereport to obtain alist of all inspection discrepanciesfor a
permit, both resolved and unresolved, by selectingthe* ALL’ option.

KIVANET isthe onlineaccessto our permitting, plansreview and inspection
database. Completeinformationfor al private construction projectsisavailable
inred timeviaKIVANET.

We hopethat thisnew tool isbeneficial to youin tracking your project status.
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CENTRAL BUSINESSDISTRICT
SURFACE PARKINGLOT LICENSING

perators of surface parking lots within the central business
district, defined as that area of downtown within the

freeway loop, arerequired by Article4, Chapter 52, Parking Stations,
Codeof Ordinances, to obtain aCentral Business Ditrict Surface Parking Lot
License. For the purposesof thislicense, asurface parking lot isdefined asa
parking lot where an hourly, daily, weekly or monthly feeischarged for the
ability to park amotor vehicleand does not include parking garages.

Surface parking lotswithin the central businessdistrict with aparking capacity
greater than 100 vehiclesarerequiredtofilealicenseapplicationby March 1,
2006, and shall beinfull complianceby August 1, 2006. Surface parkinglots
within the central business district with aparking capacity of 100 or fewer
vehiclesarerequiredtofilealicense application by March 1, 2007, and shall
beinfull complianceby August 1, 2007.

Pleaserefer to Information Bulletin No. 156 —Central BusinessDidtrict Parking
Lot Licensing, for therequired application formand fees. Theapplicationshall
asoincludean accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan sedled by alicensed
architect or registered engineer showing the configuration of entrances, exits,
aidesand spaces; identifying theright-of-way, curbsand sidewalks, signage,
landscaping, fencing, wals, berms, curbing, whed stopsand screening materids
for thesurface parkinglot. Pleaserefer to Chapter 52, Parking Stations, Section
52-100, for applicablelandscaping and screening standards.

STAFF CHANGES

ChrigtineBassett, Customer Service Representative, joined PermitsDivision,
PlansManagement Branch.

San Eiler, Engineering Section Head, joined Land Development Divison, Plans
Review Branch.

Pam Powell was promoted from Senior Engineering Tech to Principal
Engineering Techinthe Lands Devel opment Division, Plats Review Branch.

Bill Wall was promoted from Graduate Engineer to Registered Engineer inthe
InspectionsDivision, Specia InspectionsBranch.

Sharon Calkins, Ron DuBois, Shannon Foreman, MichelleK egley, Dale
Perkins, Kenny Shelor, and Bethany Vorthmann left to purse other
opportunities.



CODE CHAT

by Gary Marker, RA.
Divison Manager of PlansReview

EXHAUSTED!
MECHANICAL EXHAUST SYSTEM
TERMINATION POINTS
AND THE 2003 IMC

plenums, fittings, registers, grillesand hoodsthrough which air isconducted from the space or spacesand exhausted

totheoutsdeatmosphere”. Simpleenough concept, but the permissibletermination point for such exhaust systems
dependsupon severd variables, not theleast of whichisthe point at which openingsintheexterior wall are permitted by the
Internationa Building Code. ThelMC further restrictsexhaust system termination points based upon the type of exhaust
systemunder consideration.

-I-he 2003 I nternational Mechanical Code (IMC) defines an exhaust system as“ An assembly of connected ducts,

Environmental Air

IMC Section 401.5 statesthat the generd rulefor location of exhaust openingsis10feet fromlot linesor buildingsonthe
samelot. However, environmenta air exhaust isal so addressed in Section 502.7.3.6, which statesthat such systemsshall
terminate not lessthan 3 feet from property linesor other openingsto the building. Thisapparent discrepancy can be
clarified by reviewing the gpplicable sectionsof the 2003 IM C Commentary. Thisdocument clarifiesthat themainintent of
Section 502.7.3.6 isto address exhaust from areasin which the application of flammablefinishesisbeing performed.
Further, the commentary regarding Section 401.5 notesthat, although the 10 foot separationisthegenera rule, thehazard
of environmental air exhausted from habitable spacesisnot equal to that of air containing contaminants, such asthat
exhausted from spray painting rooms. Therefore, thelM C Commentary indicatesthat thefind decisonastothepermissble
location of environmental air exhaust should be made by the Building Official for the specific circumstancesinvol ved.
KCMO CPD-DSinterpretsthisto permit environmentd air exhaust (including residentia clothesdryer, kitchen and bathroom
exhaust) to belocated not lessthan 3 feet from property lines, where permitted by the Internationa Building Code, and at
least 3feet from openingsinto thebuilding.

Kitchen Exhausts

IMC Sections506.3.12.3 and 506.4.1 address Type | and Typel | kitchen exhausts, respectively. Therequirementisfor
such exhauststo terminate not lessthan 10 feet from property lines, partsof the same or contiguousbuildingsand air intake
openings, and not lessthan 10 feet above gradelevel, except wherethe exhaust isdirected away from adjacent property
linesor buildings, inwhich case, it may belocated 5 feet from the property lineor building.

Dust, Stock and Refuse Conveying Systems

IMC Section 511.2 classifiesdust, stock and refuse conveying systemsin four different categoriesasregardspermissible
duct termination points. Outletsfor exhaust exceeding 600 degrees Fahrenheit shal be designed asachimney in accordance
withIMC Table511.2. Ductsconveying explosive, or flammable vapors, fumesor dusts shall terminate 30 feet from
property lines, 10 feet from openingsinto the building, 6 feet from exterior wallsor roofs, 20 feet from combustiblewalls
or openingsinto the building which arein thedirection of exhaust discharge and 10 feet above grade. Other product
conveying outletsmay terminate 10 feet from the property line, 3 feet from exterior wallsor roofs, 10 feet from openings
into the building and 10 feet abovegrade. Finaly, thissection again restatesthe general rulethat environmental air duct
exhaust may terminate at |east 3 feet from the property line.

(Continued on page 4)



Cope CHaT (Continued from page 3)
Subslab Soil Exhaust Systems

Subslab soil exhaust systems are used to remove possibly hazardous, naturally-occurring vapors, such asradon, from
under buildings. IMC Section 512.4 statesthat such ducts shall terminate not |essthan 6 inchesabovetheroof and 10 feet
from any operable openingsor air intake. Thissection does not specify aminimum distancefromthe property line.

Coderequirementsfor exhaust system termination pointsare addressed in multiplelocationswithinthe IMC. Therefore,
determination of the proper termination point for agiventypeof exhaust system requirescareful study and interpretation of
the code. For questionsregarding this subject or any other code requirements, feel freeto call the City Planning &
Devel opment —Development Services Code Question Hotlineat (816) 513-1511, where ahel pful associate standsready
to provide assistancein applying codeinterpretationsto individua situations. Or you may obtain e-mail answersto code
guestionsfromgary_marker@kcmo.org.

FROM THEFILES...
REAL CODE MODIFICATION REQUEST CASE HISTORIES

STANDBY POWER

By Gary Marker, R.A.,
Division Manager of PlansReview

he KCMO Code of Ordinances Section 18-6 statesthat “ The detail sand actions of granting modifications (to

coderequirements) shall berecorded and entered in thefiles of Development Services.” Doing so permitsoneto

rationalize any apparent code discrepancies by investigating thefilesfor the building in question. Inorder to
facilitatethis, CPD-DSemploysthe Code Modification Request processwherein the gpplicant submitsaform stating the
location of the property, the applicant name and the proposed code alternate. Oncethisformissubmitted alongwiththe
required application fee, the request isreviewed and either approved, conditionally approved or denied. The Code
Modification Request processis outlined in CPD-DS Information Bulletin Number 101 (available on the web at
www.kcmo.org). However, | am frequently asked, “What makesa“ good” Code M odification Request?’ Thisisanother
instalment inaseriesof articlesto attempt to answer that question by presenting actua case historiesof CMR'swhich have
been APPROVED by CPD-DS.

Thesubject of thisrequest isan existing, high-rise, Group B office building which isundergoing acompl eterenovation and
change of occupancy to Group R-2 apartments. Inlieu of providing standby power for the building light and emergency
systemsviaan on-site generator asrequired by I1BC Section 403.10, the applicant proposesto provide two building
connectionsto different feedsfrom the downtown el ectrical |oop with an autometic transfer switch to select theactivefeed.
The gpplicant notesthat power for emergency egresslighting and exit lightswill be provided by battery backup syslemson
the equipment asrequired by IBC Sections 1006.3 and 1011.5.3, respectively. Based on discussionswiththeelectrica
utility, it wasdetermined that the el ectrical supply could be considered to be areliable source of power and that the double-
feed approach satisfiesNational Electrical Code requirementsfor protection of the supply. Therefore, thisrequest was
determined to meet theintent of the code and was, approved.

Thisapproval recognized that theintent of the codeisto provideareliable source of power to essential high risebuilding
systemsand that the utility power grid availablein this particular areameetsthat requirement. Be suretowatch future
editionsof the Code Connection for moreinformativeandinteresting talesfromthe CMRfiles.



CPD-DSASSOCIATE RECEIVESDEGREE

T he City Planning and Development
Department, Development ServicesDivision,
ispleased to announcethat Jeff L eg, C.B.O.,
aDevelopment Specidist | intheOne- and Two-Family
Plans Review Section, was awarded the degree of
Bachd or of Sciencein Civil Engineeringin December,
2005 from the University of Missouri, Kansas City.
Jeff passed the Engineer In Training exam in April,
2005, and plansto continue hiswork with CPD-DS
for theduration of hisEIT. Mr. LeehasbeenaPlans
Examiner withthe DCA One- and Two-Family Plans
Review Branch since July, 2002.

LAND DEVELOPMENT DIVISION QCR SERVICESARE MOVING!

nlate September both Land Development Division (LDD) and Permits Division PlansManagement Branch (PMB),
I began working on aplan to consolidate the Plans M anagement staff handling the receipt and quality control review
(QCR) of private and public building/construction permit gpplications. LDD customersare used to submitting public
infrastructureimprovement plansto the 5" Floor City Hal, while private building plansand steimprovementsaretypically
submitted to the CPD-DS Plans Review offices on the 2" floor of the Oak Tower Building. We are currently in the
processof consolidating theentry point for dl QCR activitiesinto onelocation to iminatetheinconvenienceandinefficiency
that two locationscreate. The consolidationwill increase staff knowledgeof all project submittals, increasethe capacity to
handle applications more quickly, and € iminate redundanciesin staffing to cover two locations. All positionsfor thenew
combined QCR staff werefilledinlate December and training began on December 28. You may have noticed that the new
staff hasalready started providing QCR, by the new names on some of the QCR review commentsyou havereceived
lately. All callsrelated to application entry statusor status of QCR for plans(either LDD or PMB) should now bedirected
to the attention of: Sy Noorbakhsh, CBO, (816) 513-1500 Option #4, faxed to (816) 513-1484, or e-mailed to
sy_noorbakhsh@kcmo.org.

Staff officesin Oak Tower areinthe processof being reconfigured to accommodate these changes. Once completed, the
entry point for al LDD permit applicationswill movefrom the 5" Floor City hdl to the Oak Tower officesat 324 East 11th
Street, 2nd FHoor. City Planning & Development will makean official announcement two or threeweeksprior to the actua
move. Pleasewatch the Department website and future Code Connection articlesfor thisinformation. Oncethemoveis
made, PMB will receiveall engineering plans, studies, cost estimates, easements, agreements, subordinations, checklist,
fees, etc., related to private development and public improvements at the Oak Tower office, and submittalswill no longer
bemadedirectly to LDD in City Hall. If you have any questionsor comments pleasefed freeto contact Dion Waldon at
(816)513-2604 or Rick Usher at (816) 513-1468.



NEW CONSTRUCTION WATER POLICY

TheKansas City Water Services Department (WSD) will changeitspolicy for construction water, effective March 1,
2006.

WSD'’scurrent policy requiresa$150.00 flat-rate payment that allows unlimited construction water for aperiod of one
year. Under the existing policy, thewater meter isnot installed until after construction iscompleteand thebuildingis
occupied.

Under thenew policy, WSD will requireal| water that isused for construction to be metered and billed to acustomer. The
customer (Owner, Contractor, Devel oper etc.) will call WSD’sbusiness officeat 513-0123, Option#61, to request to
haveameter ingtalled and start anew service. One of WSD’s Customer Service Representativeswill set up the account
and scheduleameter ingtallation.

A meter must beingtalled prior to therough-in building inspection.

Thisnew policy will hedpWSD better account for itswater andtotreat al of itscustomersequitably.

PROCESSFORANEW CONSTRUCTION WATER SERVICE

OLD PROCESS NEW PROCESS

1. Customer submitswater service permit application 1. Customer submitswater service permit application
andbillinginformation.

Plumber contacts WSD to request tap. WSD taps
water main

2. Customer pays$150 flat-rate construction water fee

N

3. Plumber contacts WSD to request tap. WSD tapswater
main.

3. Plumber ingtalls service piping and contactsWSD to
request trenchinspection

4. WSD ingpector performstrench inspection and shuts
water off at curb.

4. Plumber installs service piping and contactsWSD to
request trench inspection

5. WSD inspector performstrench inspection and opens
water service

6. Buildingisconstructed. Any water used in unmetered.

7. Occupant movesin and contactsWSD to set up abilling
account and install ameter

5. Whenthebuildingis*“roughed-in” (or sooner), builder
contactsWSD toinstall ameter.

6. WSD installsmeter and openswater service

7. Startof regular bi-monthly billing (monthly for large

8. WSD schedulesan appointment with the Occupant and commercid)

instadlsawater meter.

9. Startof regular bi-monthly billing (monthly for large
commercid)



STREAMLININGFINAL PLAT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS!

futurefinal plat gpplicationssubmitted to the 15" Floor Devel opment Management Division (DMD) administrative

staff. Ordinance 030233 wasintended to reduce the requirementsso that Final Plat ordinances could be submitted
to Council within 10 daysafter City Plan Commission approval. Whilethisordinance was successful in somerespects, it
hasnot fully addressed the desire of both staff and customer to streamlinethe Final Plat application ordinance acceptance
process. At the present time, applicationsmay requireall of thefollowingin order to allow the City Council to approvethe
Fina Plat Ordinance: acurrent Record Information Certificate, Utility Subordinations, Subordinations of Deed of Trust/
Partial Deedsof Release, Executed Covenants Conditions& Redtrictions(CC&R's), draft copiesof standard Devel opment
Agreements (Storm Detention Covenants, Decorative Paving Maintenance Agreements, etc.), 20 copiesof theplat, Record
information of Easementsbeing rel eased, atrangparency plat exhibit, an application fee, aPark Board Resolution Number,
adigitd fileof the plat drawing, acompleted application, and asurveyor’scertification.

I and Development Division will meet with stakeholdersin the next few weeksto discuss procedural changesto

City staff hasreviewed the abovelist of requirements and believes additional items can be deferred, allowing further
streamlining of the Final Plat ordinance process. Thisstreamlining will help ensurethat many Plats can be becomea
consistent, scheduled processfrom application to final ordinance acceptance. If you areaDevel opment Attorney or
Consultant Representative and interested in participating in thisdiscussion on the proposed changes, please contact Debbe
Miller at 513-2593 as soon as possible. The meeting is scheduled for February 6, 2006 3:00-4:00 p.m. in the Land
Development Division 5thfloor conferenceroom. Spaceislimitedto 24 persons.

BE ASQUEAKYWHEEL

whichit wasfirst used may be unknown, but theimplication isclear and ismost often used in referenceto

someone being persistent in the pursuit of aparticular issueor cause. Whileintoday’s society the phrasehasa
somewhat negative context, being asqueaky wheel isbeneficia inthat it getstheattention of the responding party andin
turn getstheissue addressed.

M ost everyone hasheard the saying “ the squesky whedlsgetstheoil.” Theorigin of thephraseand thecontextin

You may not be aware that the City of Kansas City employs asqueaky wheel (aka“complaint based”) enforcement
philosophy. Thismeansthe City relieson citizensto bring issuesof concern to our attention by reporting themintheform
of acomplaint. Complaintsmay be madedirectly to the department responsiblefor the service or issueyou are concerned
with; however, cdling theAction Center at 816-513-1313 ensuresthat the complaint entersthecity’ stracking syssemand
that itissent to the correct department. Complaintsconcerning Permits, Zoning, and Periodic Inspectionswill beforwarded
tothelnvestigations Division of City Planning & Development - Devel opment Services(816-513-1500 Option 2). Please
be awarethat complaintsmay bereported anonymously.

Complaining about something may bethe only way to get your concernsaddressed. So bea* squeaky wheel” and report
any issuethat isaconcernto you and help keep Kansas City one of themost livable Citiesin the Nation.
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ADDRESSCORRECTION REQUESTED

Visit CPD-DSon thelnter net at www.kcmo.or g/codes

TelephoneNumbers:
AreaCode816
Development ServicesSManager ........cccceeeeeeeereneniennenn 513-1472
City Hall Permit Center .......cccevvevevveivreniennenn, 513-1500 (option 3)
PlansReview Permit Center ..........ccccoceveenuenee. 513-1500 (option 5)
Commercid PlansReview ..........cccccoceveenennene 513-1500 (option 5)
One- & Two-Family PlansReview .................. 513-1500 (option 5)
INSPeCtions DIVISION .......ccoceeveverenencieniene, 513-1500 (option 2)
Special INSPECLIONS......cveueeirieiriieceeei 513-1500 (option 2)
Investigations DiVIiSION.........cccevevevvevenennen, 513-1500 (option 2)
Business Services Division.........cccceeeveeenne. 513-1500 (option 3)
Contractor Licensing & Registration ............ 513-1500 (option 6)
Land Development ........cccccveeenevencereeeeeeese e 513-2593
FAX ServicesNumbers:

FAX Permit PrOCESS ......cocoveveiirriccereniere e 513-1456
FAX Inspection REQUESES........covevvereeeeeeeeeniere e 513-1536
FAX Publication PUrchases ..........cccooeveneienieienineeee 513-1456
FAX One- and Two-Family PlansBranch...........cc......... 513-1505
FAX Plans Review Comments

Call to request your comments...........c........ 513-1500 (option 4)

Codelnformation:
Zoning, Floodplain, Airport Height Zone,
Permit Application Information ................... 513-1500 (option 3)
Code Questions, Plans submittal Information,
Plans Review Status........ccccoevevrerenecicniene 513-1500 (option 5)

Publication Ordering I nformation:

Thefollowing publications are avail able at either CPD-DS office.

You may also call 513-1500 (option 3) and request a credit card
authorization form and then place your order via Fax.

1. Chapter 18, Kansas City Building and Rehabilitation Code and
related ordinances. (Chapter 18 adopts the model codes by reference
and identifieslocal amendmentsto the model codes.) Price: $6.00

2. Special Inspections Program Manual. Price: $5.00

3. Fee Schedule. Price: $2.50
Thefollowing publications are available from the City Planning and
Development Department (513-2846).

Price: $25.00

1.Chapter 80, Kansas City Zoning Ordinance
Price:  $6.00

2.Chapter 66, Subdivision Regulations

Thefollowing publications are avail able from the International Code
Council Regional Office (455-3330).

1. 2003 International Building Code

2. 2003 Uniform Plumbing Code

3. 2003 International Mechanical Code
4. 2002 National Electrical Code

5. 2003 International Residential Code




