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Emergency Department Visits & Hospitalizations

In 2005, Kansas Citians made 204,511 visits to hospital emergency departments and 77,615
were admitted to hospitals. The top 10 reasons for these visits and admissions are shown in Table 59,
while in Figure 58, the utilization rates per 100 persons in different age groups (2000 Census data) are
shown. Emergency department utilization was lowest for children and adolescents 5-14 y old. Hospital
utilization rates exhibited a U-shaped curve across the age groups; the lowest rate was for adults 35-44 y
old. Non-Hispanic blacks had the highest emergency department visit utilization rate; it was more than 1.6
times that for any other group. Hispanics and Asians had the lowest utilization rates for both emergency
departments and hospitals, with the rates for Asians being only 48% as high as those for non-Hispanic
whites (Figure 59). The percent of hospitalized patients who were admitted from the emergency
departments is shown in Figure 60.

Table 59 Top 10 leading causes for emergency department visits and hospitalizations of
Kansas City, Mo, residents, 2005

Rank Emergency Department Visits Hospitalizations
1 Injury Pregnancy/birth
2 Acute respiratory disease Heart disease
3 Diseases of the oral cavity Injury
4 Mental disorders Mental disorders
5 Asthma Cancer
6 Pregnancy/birth Pneumonia
7 Urinary tract infections Other respiratory diseases
8 Other genitourinary diseases Stroke
9 Other respiratory diseases Other genitourinary diseases
10 Inguinal hernia Other circulatory diseases

Figure 58 Rates per 100 persons by age group for emergency department (ED) visits and
hospitalizations, Kansas City, Mo, 2005
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Figure 59 Rates per 100 persons by race/ethnicity for emergency department (ED) visits and
hospitalizations, Kansas City, Mo, 2005
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Figure 60 Percent of hospitalized Kansas City, Mo, residents who were admitted from an

emergency department
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Overall, the emergency department utilization rate was 46.3 per 100 persons, higher than the

national rate for emergency department visits was 39.6.

" Approximately 24% of the visits were for injury.

" Naraw EC et al. National hospital ambulatory medical care survey: 2005 emergency department summary. CDC NCHS Adv Data
Vital Health Statistics 386, 6/29/07. www.cdc.gov/nchs.
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Although accounting for only 5% of the emergency department visits, acute respiratory illnesses were the
2 leading cause of emergency department visits, except for persons >75 y of age, when heart disease
became the 2™ leading cause. Tables 60 to 62 present the reasons for emergency department visits, the
top 10 reasons by age, and the top 10 reasons by race/ethnicity.

Table 60 Reasons for 204,511 emergency department visits, Kansas City, Mo, 2005

AIDS Infection, urinary tract 2,531

Alcoholic cirrhosis 4,004
Intestine, diverticula

Calculus of kidney/urinary Disorder, breast 49,718
tract

Cancer, colorectal Disorder, digestive other Orchitis & epididymitis
Cancer, prostate Disorder, mental 3,963 1,558

complications
Congenital anomalies 54 | Gastrointestinal 420 | Septicemia 16
hemorrhage

1,346

Disease, circulatory other 1,890 | Hyperplasia of prostate Ulcers, stomach/small
intestine

Disease, chronic, tonsils &
adenoids

Infection, viral unspecified 1,576
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Table 61 10 leading causes of emergency department visits by age group, Kansas City, Mo, 2005

Other circulatory ~ Other circulatory

Asthma Asthma Complications of ~ Complications of Heart disease Urinary tract

) ) Mental disorders ~ Mental disorders " . } )
birth/ pregnancy  birth/ pregnancy diseases diseases infection
700 793 1,961 1,313 929 673 317 180 160 90

Unspecified viral ~ Diseases of oral

' . Other circulatory . Mental
5 infection cavity Mental%;orders Mentalggorders Aﬁg?a diseases Menta; ?ésorder C1L6R;3D C1L1R5D disorders
465 184 442 54

Other infectious Other infectious

. . . Functional
7 & parasitic & parasitic U';'nnfzgig:d Uri:?fzzigr?d Othgirstzgzstgztory Asthma CLRD Diabetes digestive Diabetes
diseases diseases 357 196 124 disorder 34
452 150 657 540 390 85

Functional . . Other ) Other
9 digestive Mental disorders Asthma szm& tgoer;ustal respiratory CLRD Dlsea::\/sitof oral respiratory Diabetes Pneumonia
disorder 135 589 Yo diseases 309 i diseases 84 28
165 293 95

* CLRD = chronic lower respiratory di
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Table 62 10 leading causes of emergency department visits by race/ethnicity, Kansas City, Mo, 2005*

1 Injury Injury Injury Injury Injury
27,695 17,799 2,387 310 35

Other complications Diseases of oral
pregnancy & birth cavity
37 4,004

Asthma Other complications
2,509 PregnaS% & birth

Mental disorders
2,499

Other complications Other complications Other infectious & Other genitourinary Asthma
5 pregnancy & birth pregnancy & birth parasitic disease diseases 3610
1,418 1,682 144 21 ,

Other genitourinary Other genitourinary Unspecified viral Urinary tract
7 diseases diseases infection infections
995 1,248 116 2,531

Inquinal hernia Other infectious & Other respiratory
9 914 parasitic disease Asthma diseases
1,115 108 2,145

Inguinal hernia
108

* If there were 5 or fewer cases, the data was not included
** CLRD = chronic lower respiratory disease
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Hospitalizations

The overall hospital utilization rate was 17.6 per 100 persons. Tables 63 to 65 present the
reasons for hospitalizations, the top 10 reasons by age, and the top 10 reasons by race/ethnicity. Issues
related to pregnancy and births were the #1 reason for hospitalization of persons 15-44 y of age as well
as for non-Hispanic blacks, Hispanics, and Asians. It was the #2 reason for non-Hispanic whites and
heart disease was #1. Heart disease was the #1 reason for hospitalization among persons >45 y old. The
average lengths of hospital stay for selected causes are presented in Figure 60.

Table 63 Reasons for 77,615 hospitalization admissions, Kansas City, Mo, 2005

Alcoholic cirrhosis 248 | Disease, genitourinary 1,538 | Infection & parasitic, 891
other other

14,918

Calculus of 361 | Disease, respiratory 1,719 | Intestine, obstruction 617
kidney/urinary tract other

Cancer, cervical Disorder, digestive 186 | Nutritional deficiency 123
functional

Cancer, lung 304 | Disorder, menstruation 215 | Pain & symptoms, 87

;J;

Cancer, other 1,338 | Disorder, vagina 4 | Pregnancy, 92
noninflammato ectopic/molar

Cholelithiasis Gastritis & duodenitis

Cystitis 27 | Heart disease 6,782 | Streptococcal sore 13
throat

Disease, cervix/vagina Herpes zoster Tuberculosis
inflammator:

Disease, chronic lower 1,244 | Infection, respiratory 563 | Not specified 10,440
respiratory acute
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Table 64 10 leading causes of hospitalization by age group, Kansas City, Mo, 2005

Acute Other Other Other
respiratory Mental disorders complications of ~ complications of ~ complications of

Spirator o pregnancy & pregnancy & pregnancy & Heart disease Heart disease Heart disease Heart disease Heart disease

oo birth birth birth 1,048 1,416 1,404 1,602 729
3,867 4,496 1,084

Mental disorders Cancer Pneumonia Pneumonia
701 485 476 311

Congenital Other infectious Other Other Other
5 anomalies & parasitic genitourinary Diabetes Diabetes genitourinary Mental disorders Pneumonia Cancer respiratory
120 diseases tract disease 124 205 tract disease 288 367 406 diseases

52 110 262 218

Diseases of the .Othe.r O?her . . . . . Other che.r
7 esophagus genltot_mnary re_splratory Inguinal hernia Alcoholism Pneumonia Pneumonia re§p|ratory CLRD gemtot_mnary
63 tract disease diseases 99 176 251 264 diseases 344 tract disease
40 67 324 136

Other

Other infectious Other Other Other

9 genitourinary ggggg;:l & parasitic Pneumonia Othﬁ:sc:razlgztory Diabetes respiratory genitourinary genitourinary Cancer
tract disease 29 diseases 84 146 208 diseases tract disease tract disease 104
32 64 218 215 210

* CLRD = Chronic lower respiratory disease
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Table 65 10 leading causes of hospitalization by race/ethnicity, Kansas City, Mo, 2005*

Other complications
of pregnancy & birth
9,486

Mental disorders

. Heart disease Other complications Other complications Other complications
9

4391 of pregnancy & birth of pregnancy & birth of pregnancy & birth
' 2,903 1,120 159

3 Injury Heart disease Injury
3,467 1,688 117 24 5,626

Pneumonia Diabetes Mental disorders Mental disorders Cancer
1,452 622 49 18 2,106

Stroke Other respiratory Other infectious & Intestinal obstruction Other respiratory
7 1080 diseases parasitic diseases 1 diseases
’ 532 43 1,719

CLRD** Pneumonia Other genitourinary

diseases
944 516 1538

Cholelithiasis
39

* If there were 5 or fewer cases, the data was not included
** CLRD = chronic lower respiratory disease
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